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On The Cover: Andy Phillips heads a handful of 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE top performers returning to the Alabama baseball 


team this year. The all-star infielder is one reason 


hopes are high for another excellent Crimson 
Tide team in 1999. See Page 16. 
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Football Attendance 

If you've been thinking about going on a 
diet, this might be a good time to start, even 
though you've got about a year and a half 
before you have to squeeze into those seats 
at Neyland Stadium in Knoxville. 

Those lucky enough to get tickets for the 
Alabama-Tennessee game, which will next 
be played at Tennessee in 2000, know that 
the seats are very small. And it's a good bet 
that they will be getting smaller. That's be- 
cause Tennessee and Michigan are in a battle 
to have the largest stadium, and part of their 
“growth strategy” is lo paint their bleacher 
seats to provide minimum fanny width, 

Last season Michigan finished first in aver- 
age home attendance at 110,965 while 
Tennessee was second at 106,914. 

Alabama was listed as sixth in the nation 
at 83,818, which is the average attendance 
for games in Bryant-Denny Stadium. 
(Alabama, unlike many schools, lists the 
same attendance of all sold out home 
games.) However, Alabama's actual “home” 
attendance, including three games played at 
Legion Field in Birmingham (which seats 
slightly fewer than Bryant-Denny, 83,091), 
was 82,790. That would still have ranked 
sixth in the nation. 

Michigan and Tennessee were trailed by 
Ohio State, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, 
Florida State, LSU, Notre Dame and Texas. 


Trainer Search 

Bill McDonald came to Alabama in 1986 
as football trainer for the Alabama football 
team. For McDonald, who had earned two 
degrees at Alabama alter serving as a high 
school basketball trainer at Carbon Hill for a 
young Coach Wimp Sanderson, it was a 
dream job come true, He came to Alabama 
in 1987 from Georgia Tech, where he had 
served as head trainer for 15 years. 

Now McDonald, 53, is leaving the tape 
and ice bags for an administrative position 
overseeing all medical operations. In up- 
coming weeks, a football trainer will be se- 
lected by McDonald, the Bama medical staff 
and Head Coach Mike DuBose. 


Graduates 

Two members of the 1998 Alabama foot- 
ball team, along with a handful of former 
Crimson Tide players, were among those 
laking part in December graduation exercis- 
es at The University. 

Punter Daniel Pope and linebacker 
Granison Wagstalf were among those receiv- 
ing degrees. Former football players who 


6 


SCORECARD 


graduated were Tyrell Buckner, Chris 
Jordan, Michael Ray, Cedric Samuel, Chris 
Sign, Matt Teague, Taurus Turner, Freddie 
Kitchens, and Bobby Humphrey, who fin- 
ished his college football career a decade 
ago. 

Among other athletes being graduated in 
December were Andy Bernard and Mark 
Peer from baseball, Joanne Bolton and Lee 
Goodloe from track and field, Chip Deason 
from golf, Leah Monteith Goss in women’s 
basketball, Cari Higgins in soccer and ten- 
nis, Nicole Lees in soccer, Laura Lloyd in 
swimming, and Chris Lopez in men’s tennis. 


Graduation Rates 

Alabama's graduation rate for athletes is 
very near the rates for the overall student 
body at The University and the national av- 
erage. The graduation rate for athletes who 
entered Alabama as freshmen in 1991 was 
56 per cent, while the graduation for all en- 
tering freshmen at The Capstone that year 
was 57 per cent. the same figure as the na- 
tional freshman graduation rate. 

Alabama's graduation rate for male athletes 
was 52 per cent, slightly below The 
University’s rate for all men (53 per cent), 
but ahead of the national average of 51 per 
cent, Women athletes at Bama graduated at a 
rate of 65 per cent, compared to 62 per cent 
for the student body and 67 per cent nation- 
ally. 

The graduation rate for white athletes was 
62 per cent, compared to 58 per cent for 
white members of the student body. Black 
athletes were at 35 per cent, well below The 
University’s 54 per cent graduation rate for 
black students. 

The most-watched program is football. 
Alabama's football players from the 1991 
signing class graduated at a 43 per cent—not 
good, but impressive compared to Tennessee 
with an 11 per cent rate. 


Coin Toss 

When Alabama's captains went to the mid- 
dle of the field for the coin toss prior to the 
American General Music City Bowl, they 
were greeted by the game officials and by a 
former Crimson Tide quarterback, Joe 
Kelley, the president of American General 
Insurance Company in Nashville. Kelley was 
there Lo Loss a specially-designed coin, 
(When Alabama won the coin toss, it was 
the last thing the Crimson Tide won on that 
frigid evening.) 

Later Kelley presented the commemorative 
coin to Mrs. Louise Goolsby, 88, the last sur- 


viving sibling of former Alabama Head 
Coach Paul Bryant. Mrs. Goolsby, a widow, 
has lived in Nashville since 1960, She at- 
tended the Music City Bowl as the guest of 
Wayne Atcheson of Alabama's Tide Pride of- 
fice. Atcheson met Mrs. Goolsby when she 
attended the ceremony in which the Bryant 
stamp was unveiled in 1997. 

In addition to the game (the first bowl 
game she has attended since the Liberty 
Bowl 16 years earlier, Bryant's last game), 
Mrs. Goolsby ate with the Tide football team 
al its pre-game meal and was introduced to 
the Board of Trustees at their luncheon. 


Whammy 

Former Alabama linebacker Lorenzo 
“Whammy” Ward (1987-90) has been pro- 
moted to defensive coordinator at 
Tennessee-Chattanooga. 


Senior Citizens 

When the Delchamps Senior Bowl cele- 
brated its 50th anniversary in Mobile this 
year, four former Alabama players were 
among those honored as members of the 
Anniversary Team. They were linebacker Lee 
Roy Jordan (who completed his college eli- 
gibility in 1962), quarterback Joe Namath 
(1964), wide receiver/tight end Ozzie 
Newsome (1977), and linebacker Derrick 
Thomas (1988). 


Riley To San Diego 

Mike Riley has had a far greater career as a 
coach than he did as an Alabama football 
player. Riley was a little-used defensive back 
who finally earned a letter in 1974 simply by 
sticking out four years of competition. But 
what he lacked in playing ability, his head 
coach, Paul Bryant, recognized he had in 
football knowledge. Bryant encouraged Riley 
to get into the coaching profession, which 
his father, Bud, and uncle, Hayden, had 
done successfully. Bud was a coach in the 
Canadian Football League, while Hayden 
was both head basketball and head baseball 
coach at Alabama while simultaneously 
serving as Bama’s chief football recruiter in 
the 1960s and 1970s. 

Riley has had great success and was re- 
cently named head coach of the San Diego 
Chargers of the National Football League. 
He had been head coach at Oregon State 
after having served as head coach of 
Winnipeg of the CFL (two Grey Cup cham- 
pionships in four years), offensive coordina- 
tor at Southern Cal, and a graduate assistant 
under Mike White at California following 
his college career 


McCorvey A Vol 
Former Alabama Assistant Head Coach 


Woody McCorvey, who spent last season at 
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South Carolina, has joined the Tennessee [oot- 
ball staff as running backs coach, At Alabama 
McCorvey coached, at various times, wide re- 
ceivers, quarterbacks and tight ends. 


Basketball Dominance 

When Auburn defeated Alabama in 
Tuscaloosa January 23, it ended a 14-year 
winning streak by the Tide over the Tigers 
in Coleman Coliseum, 

Alabama still leads the overall series, 73-44, 
and leads 33-6 in games played in Tuscaloosa. 
(Bama also leads 21-17 in games played at 
Auburn, but that margin can logically be ex- 
pected to be reduced later this year). 

An astounding statistic dates from 1972, 
the fourth year of the C.M. Newton era at 
Alabama. Auburn had dominated Alabama 
for over a decade, but Bama won both meet- 
ings in 1972. That started a domination that 
has lasted for over a quarter of a century 
with Alabama basketball teams winning 49 
games, losing only 14. 


Happy Birthday 

Not a lot of things have gone well for 
Alabama's men’s basketball team this year, 
but on new Head Coach Mark Gottfried’s 
35th birthday, January 20, the Crimson Tide 
had its best performance of the year. 
Alabama went to Fayetteville, Arkansas, and 
upset the 22nd-ranked Razorbacks, 67-60. 


Alabama has won more SEC 
Championships than any other team, 13. 

Nationally, Alabama has been picked to 
finish 10th in the pre-season poll of 
Collegiate Baseball. LSU is selected seventh 
in that poll, which has Wichita State win- 
ning the national championship. Baseball 
America has Alabama pegged 13th in the na- 
tion. That publication picks Southern Cal to 
win the national championship. LSU is the 
highest ranking SEC team at eighth, with 
Florida tenth. 

Auburn is picked 12th, Florida 14th, 
South Carolina 15th, Arkansas 18th, 
Tennessee 28th and Mississippi State 39th 
by Collegiate Baseball and Auburn is 18th, 
Arkansas 22and South Carolina 25th by 
Baseball America. 


Hobson Back In Baseball 

Former Alabama baseball star Butch 
Hobson, who played and managed in the 
major leagues before being ousted from pro- 
fessional baseball on drug charges, is back in 
the game. Hobson, the former Boston Red 
Sox star and manager, was arrested on a 
charge of possession of cocaine while man- 


ge 


aging in the minor leagues. He has been 
named manager of the Red Sox’ Class A affil- 
iate Sarasota (Florida) Sox of the Florida 
State League. 

After playing for Coach Hayden Riley at 
Alabama (and also playing some quarter- 
back for Coach Paul Bryant's Bama baseball 
team) in the early 1970s, Hobson played at 
Boston and for the New York Yankees and 
California Angels. He managed in the Red 
Sox organization, including the major league 
club for three years. 


New CTSM Manager 

Butch Henry, athletics director at Florida 
International in Miami for the past 17 months, 
has resigned to become general manager of 
Crimson Tide Sports Marketing, the group that 
produces radio broadcasts, programs, etc. for 
The University of Alabama. Crimson Tide 
Sports Marketing is a division of Learfield 
Communications and International Sports 
Properties, Inc., which holds the broadcast 
rights for some 15 major colleges. 

Henry, 49, replaces Wright Waters, who re- 
signed his post last month to become com- 
missioner of the Sun Belt Conference. 


From Nationally Acclaimed Artist 
Daniel A. Moore 


“Run in the Mud” 


Kenny Stabler-1967 Iron Bowl 


Black & White Edition, $50.00 
(2,500 prints) 

Black & White Edition, $95.00 
(Artist’s Proof, 250 Prints) 
Limited Edition Color Print 
(Call for availability) 

Add $75.00 for framing 


Dee Ill 

An earlier great era of Alabama basketball 
was 1953-56 when young (29 when he took 
the job) Johnny Dee left his job as assistant 
coach at Notre Dame to take over the Crimson 
Tide. His teams went 68-25. The famed Rocket 
8 won the 1956 SEC Championship and was 
the first team ever to score 100 points on 
Kentucky when Bama beat the Cats of Adolph 
Rupp, 101-77, in Montgomery. 

Clyde Bolton, sports editor of The 
Birmingham News, recently reported that 
Dee, now 75, has been told by his doctors 
that he is terminally ill with cancer. For 
those who would like to drop him a note, 
his address is 2512 South University Blvd., 
Apt. 511, Denver, CO 80210. 


Cor 


2516 University Boulevard 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35401 
(205) 752-6222 
1-800-579-TIDE 
Add $10.00 s/h unframed 

Add $15.00 s/h framed 


Alabama residents 
must add 8% sales tax 


Baseball Rankings 

How good is the Southeastern Conference 
in baseball? Alabama is ranked as high as 
10th in the nation in pre-season polls, but 
SEC baseball coaches, in their pre-season 
poll, expect the Tide to be perhaps the 
fourth best team in the league. 

Although Alabama was selected to finish 
second to LSU in the SEC Western Division, 
Bama was ranked behind LSU and Florida 
(co-favorites to win the league) and Auburn 
and the Tide was even with Arkansas to win 
the overall championship. 


©1998 N éwolife Re tee 


10” x 13” Image © New Life Art 


FEBRUARY, 99/Bama, Inside The Crimson Tide 


Notebooking The Tide: 


ee ee a Se eS 
It's Always Football Season 


by Kirk McNair 


The off season is just time 
when there are no games 


ootball season never really ends at 
Piton: Oh, there are other sports of 

interest, But football is never put away 
entirely. Even when there are no games to be 
played there is recruiting to be done and 
personnel to be hired and plans to be made 
for spring practice and conditioning and on 
and on, 

It even has a name: the off-season. There 
are actually two off-seasons, the one be- 
tween the end of football season and the be- 
ginning of spring practice and the one that 
lasts throughout the summer. 

Most think of the off-season as a time for 
football players to get bigger, stronger, 
faster...or perhaps well. It is that, and more. 

Even though football coaches are con- 
sumed primarily by recruiting duties in 
January, other items are on the agenda, par- 
ticularly for the head football coach. 

Alabama's head coach, Mike DuBose, got a 
“vote of confidence” in early January, but 
unlike so many of those hypocritical voices 
of support that frequently come from athlet- 
ics directors at the college level and owners 
and general managers at the professional 
level, this one was on paper. Bama Athletics 
Director Bob Bockrath announced that effec- 
tive February 1, DuBose will have two years 
added to his current contract, making a total 
of a five-year contract, through the 2003 
season. 

Bockrath said, “It is clear to me that our 
program is heading in the right direction. 
Fans have rallied behind Coach DuBose and 
his staff as evidenced by the most recent de- 
mand for bowl game tickets. His work ethic 
and determination to bring Alabama back 
into the national picture of premier football 
programs is reflected in last year's great re- 
cruiting class and in the expectation of an 
equal or better incoming class this year. His 
attitude and approach to academic responsi- 
bility, discipline and the role of the team in 
the department and University is shaping a 
football program of which we can all be 
proud.” 

DuBose, who was hired December 9, 
1996, has coached Bama two years with an 
overall record of 11-12, having improved 
from 4-7 his first season to 7-5 last year, in- 
cluding a loss to Virginia Tech in the Music 
City Bowl. Alabama's 1998 schedule was 
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ranked the ninth most difficult in the na- 
tion. Bama faced four teams that finished in 
the final top 25-national champion 
Tennessee, Florida, Arkansas and Virginia 
Tech— and four other bowl teams—Ole Miss, 
Mississippi State, Brigham Young and 
Southern Miss. 

DuBose said, “I am grateful for the confi- 
dence the administration has shown in our 
football program. We are moving in the 
right direction and our coaches and staff 
have worked hard to get the program back 
on a championship level.” 

The Tide head coach said, “This doesn’t 
say we are pleased to be 7-5, because we are 
not. It says we understand that we are going 
in the right direction.” 

DuBose agreed that it sends a positive 
message to prospects and pointed out that 
this year's recruiting class, which he has 
called the most important, is the fourth and 
final step of the plan he had to get Alabama 
football back to where he said expectations 
should be: competing for the national cham- 
pionship. While DuBose said there was 
some financial adjustment in his package, he 
said, “That's not the most important thing.” 
And he said that future spending needs to be 
on improving facilities in football and all 
other sports.” 

It was probably no coincidence that the 
announcement came as Alabama hosted its 
first major recruiting weekend of the year. 


eanwhile, DuBose was involved in 
Meine his staff for spring training, 

which will begin about March 15 
and conclude with the A-Day Game on April 
17. (Kickoff for that A-Day Game will prob- 
ably be about 11 a.m. because Alabama 
hosts a televised baseball game against LSU 
at 2 p.m, that day. Fans’ Day, the opportuni- 
ty for fans to get autographs of and pho- 
tographs of Tide players and coaches, may 
be a victim of that schedule.) 

One task was to replace Assistant Coach 
Jackie Shipp, who left Alabama prior to the 
Music City Bowl game to return to his alma 
mater, Oklahoma. DuBose coached the de- 
fensive linemen for that contest, but now 
that task will fall to Lance Thompson (see 
Page 12). 

However, even before the staff was firmly 
in place, the first of what could be several 
changes in staff responsibilities was under 
way. lt is likely that Offensive Coordinator 
Neil Callaway performed the most impor- 
tant function of the off-season, Although 
DuBose would never have said so, it is likely 
that he wrestled with solving the problem of 
Alabama's inefficient play-calling process of 
1998. The problem actually started in 1997, 


and, specifically, in the final moments of 
that season when then Offensive Coordi- 
nator Bruce Arians called a play that mis- 
fired and led to Bama throwing away a victo- 
ry at Auburn. Following that game DuBose 
vowed to be connected to the play-calling 
process. 

Alter the dismissal of Arians (who is now 
with the Indianapolis Colts), Callaway was 
elevated to offensive coordinator. Later, 
Charlie Stubbs was named quarterbacks 
coach. 

Alabama started the 1998 season with 
Stubbs on the sidelines and Callaway in the 
press box, Later they swapped spots, 
However, the problem of play-calling re- 
mained with the two collaborating (and 
DuBose also staying tuned in through the 
head phones). Theoretically, Stubbs called 
pass plays and Callaway run plays. From 
time-to-time other coaches piped up with 
suggestions. 

In early January, Callaway went to DuBose 
with the proposal that Stubbs take over 
play-calling responsibilities. DuBose quickly 
agreed. 

This should solve several problems, not 
the least of which is the slowness of the pro- 
cess of calling plays by committee. 

Callaway will continue as offensive coordi- 
nator and in charge of developing a game 
plan each week. However, during the game 
his responsibility will be for the players at 
the five offensive line positions he coaches. 

DuBose said, “I would be comfortable with 
either Neil or Charlie calling the plays, but 
it made more sense for the quarterbacks 
coach to do it.” The Tide head coach also 
emphasized that Callaway and Stubbs are 
both “team-oriented” and had worked to- 
gether as well as could have been expected 
in the 1998 system. 

DuBose said the mechanics of using two 
play-callers “made it difficult to set things 
up three or four plays ahead.” 

Stubbs said the new system “allows me ta 
call strings of plays in sequence, so one 
leads to another.” 

DuBose said there was also delay in getting 
plays called under the old system. 

Bama’s head coach has not publicly ad- 
dressed any other changes in responsibility, 
although he is expected to adjust some as- 
signments on defense and special teams, 
both of which were areas below par last sea- 
son. 


allaway took on an additional task 
this winter. He moved into the 
weight room with Strength and 


Conditioning Coach Terry Jones as the goals 
of that program took a new direction. 
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Freddie Milons hits the weights as the Alabama football off-season program is in full swing 
prepares for spring football practice and, ultimately, the 1999 season. 


One of the first things DuBose did when 
he became head coach was to make a 
change in the strength and conditioning 
program. He had believed that Bama players 
were not strong enough. After two years 
with Jones in charge, DuBose still is not sat- 
isfied with the speed of the process. 

In the past, Alabama’s off-season program 
had involved strength, agility and en- 
durance, and those three aspects will contin- 
ue to be stressed. However, DuBose wants 
more of an emphasis on strength. The Tide 
head coach said that he realizes there has to 
be a trade-off, and he hopes that develop- 
ment of depth will help off-set the potential 
loss of endurance as Alabama players are 
bulked up with more strength. 


here was one area that DuBose insist- 

i ed would not be a “recruiting” situa- 
tion, but it turned out to be one of 

the best results of the off-season. That's 
when star tailback Shaun Alexander an- 
nounced that he would return to Alabama 
for his final year of eligibility next fall. 
Alexander said he made the decision after 
he returned to campus from Christmas 
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break. He said he received input from family, 
friends, and teammates, in addition to hay- 
ing conversations with Head Coach Mike 
DuBose and with representatives of National 
Football League teams. 

Alexander, who will graduate in May with 
a degree in marketing, had considered pass- 
ing up his final season to enter the NFL 
draft. 

“I have given this a lot of thought and 
prayed about it very hard,” Alexander said. 
“IT want to announce that I will wear the 
crimson and white next year. I wanted to do 
something that would make me happy and it 
is very important for me to be back here 
with the fellows next year. I wanted to have 
fun and enjoy my senior year at Alabama.” 

Alexander said his primary conversations 
with fellow players were with offensive tack- 
le Chris Samuels, who had announced earli- 
er that he would return for his final season 
this fall, and cornerback Fernando Bryant, 
who has completed his eligibility and who is 
expected to be drafted by an NFL team in 
April. Alexander also had conversations 
with representatives of NFL teams, who, he 
said, assured him he would be a top draft 


. That's just part of what is going on as Alabama 
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pick and that he is an NFL level player. And 
he said in his conversations with DuBose 
that he could tell his head coach was “ner- 
vous,” but said that DuBose always stressed 
that Alexander should do what was best for 
himself. Alexander said he appreciated the 
fact that everyone involved in counseling 
him left the decision up to Alexander, that 
there was no outside pressure on him. 

Alexander started every game for the Tide 
as a junior and ran for 1,178 yards and 13 
touchdowns. He added 26 receptions for 
385 yards and four touchdowns. He set 
Alabama’s record for most touchdowns in a 
game with five in the Tide’s season-opening 
38-31 win over Brigham Young. He had his 
second 200-yard rushing game of his career 
when he rushed for 206 yards against 
Vanderbilt. 

The Florence, Kentucky, native was first 
team All-Southeastern Conference by The 
Birmingham News and second team by the 
Associated Press and by the SEC coaches. 
He was twice named SEC Offensive Player of 
the Week. 

He has played in 31 games in his career 
and has 425 rushing attempts for 2,182 
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yards and 22 touchdowns, He has added 37 
career receptions for +75 yards and four 
touchdowns. He holds the Bama record for 
yards rushing in a game, having picked up 
291 against LSU in Baton Rouge in 1996. 

While Alexander will return, wide receiv- 
er Michael Vaughn announced that he will 
make himself available for this year’s NFL 
draft and, thus, will not return for his final 
season with the Crimson Tide. 

Vaughn, a native of Clarksdale, 
Mississippi, caught a touchdown pass for 
Alabama in the Tide’s 38-7 loss to Virginia 
Tech in the Music City Bowl. Because he 
had been redshirted in 1997, when he un- 
derwent back surgery just prior to the start 
of the season, Vaughn would have had a 
fifth year of college football eligibility in 
1999. He said that he was within “20-30” 
hours of graduation and plans to return to 
Alabama to earn his degree. 

Vaughn was Bama's leading receiver as a 
sophomore in 1996 with 39 catches for 702 
yards and six touchdowns. His 94-yard 
touchdown reception against Florida that 
season is the Southeastern Conference 
Championship Game record. 

This past season he played in 10 games, 
starting in eight of those contests, prior to 
the bowl game. For the season he had 32 re- 
ceptions for 403 yards and four touch- 
downs. His 32 receptions was second best 
for Alabama in 1998. He tied the single- 
game school record for touchdown recep- 
tions in a game with three against Southern 
Miss. 

In addition to the surgery to repair a rup- 
tured dise in his back prior to the 1997 sea- 
son, on the second day of practice last 
spring he injured an elbow that required 
surgery keeping him out of spring training. 
Friday Vaughn said the fact he had had two 
injuries played a part in his decision to pur- 
sue his dream of playing in the NFL. 

Vaughn said he had talked to his mother 
and to his coaches and said “I thought and 
prayed a lot about my decision.” He said, 
“The pros are looking for guys who can 
catch and run and block and I think I'm one 
of those.” He said he thought he would go 
somewhere between the first and fifth 
rounds. 


Date Opponent 
Sept. + Vanderbilt 
Sept. 11 Houston 
Sept. 18 Louisiana Tech 
Sept. 25 Arkansas 
Oct, 2 Florida 
Oct. 16 Ole Miss 
Oct. 23 Tennessee 
Oct. 30 Southern Miss (Homecoming) 
Nov. 6 LSU 
Nov. 13 Mississippi State 
Noy, 20 Auburn 


1999 Alabama Football Schedule 


Vaughn said he thinks he is leaving an of- 
fense that is “going to be great. It was just a 
baby last year, but it's going to boom. This 
program is on the rise. Alabama has good 
coaches and players and more good players 
coming in.” 

One other player will not be returning this 
year. Offensive guard Michael “Mookie” 
Moore of Fayette is a three-year letterman 
who has had a few starts over his career. 
However, as a fourth-year junior in 1998, 
Moore played in only two games on offense 
for a total of only 10 plays. 

Moore has one year of eligibility remain- 
ing because he was redshirted as a freshman 
in 1995, For that reason he has elected to 
transfer to Troy State (a Division lAA 
team), where he will be immediately eligible 
to participate. 

Although there has been no announce- 
ment, another scholarshipped player who 
could be considered doubtful to return is 
place-kicker A.J. Diaz of Miami. Diaz was 
the kickoff man in two games early last sea- 
son, but was not even on the travel roster 
later in the year, including the 112-man 
travel roster for the Music City Bowl, Walk- 
ons Ryan Pflugner (field goals and extra 
points) and Mark Wisniewski (kickoffs) 
both return for 1999. 

One positive aspect as Bama prepares for 
spring practice is that it appears almost 
every player will be able to participate. As of 
late January there was no expectation that 
two players who were slowed with shoulder 
injuries in 1998 would have to undergo 
surgery or otherwise be unable to partici- 
pate. Linebacker Travis Carroll, who played 
much of the year with what was determined 
late in the season to be a hairline fracture in 
his shoulder, and defensive end Kindal 
Moorehead, who missed the bowl game 
with a shoulder injury, are in the off-season 
program and expected to participate in the 
spring. It is also believed that wide receiver 
Shamari Buchanan, who missed most of 
1998 with a pre-season broken collar bone 
and a second injury to that shoulder after 
his return, will be able to participate. The 
one question mark is redshirt freshman 
tight end Johnovan Morgan, who under- 
went shoulder surgery during last season. 


Site Series Record 
Nashville Bama leads 54-19-4 


Birmingham Bama leads 8-0-0 
Birmingham Bama leads 3-1-0 
Tuscaloosa Bama leads 6-3-0 
Gainesville Bama leads 17-12-0 
Oxford Bama leads 37-7-2 
Birmingham Bama leads 42-31-8 
Tuscaloosa Bama leads 29-4-2 
Tuscaloosa Bama leads 41-16-5 
Tuscaloosa Bama leads 67-13-3 
Auburn Bama leads 36-26-1 
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Meet The Staff: 


by Donald F. Staffo 


New defensive line coach 
comes from Georgia Tech 


ing a sinking ship, or that there had been 

a house-cleaning. The Georgia Tech foot- 
ball program is on the upswing, with the 
Yellow Jackets having finished this past sea- 
son number nine in the Associated Press 
poll. With the nucleus of the team that beat 
arch-rival Georgia and then Notre Dame in 


[ wasn't like Lance Thompson was leav- 


the Gator Bowl returning, the Rambling 
Wreck is projected as a possible pre-season 
top ten team next year. Tech’s head coach, 
George O'Leary, was just rewarded with the 
security of a 10-year contract. 

None of that mattered to Thompson, who 
left the Rambling Wreck to become the 
Crimson Tide’s new defensive line coach. 
That's because Georgia Tech simply is not 
Alabama. Thompson, who joined Head 
Coach Mike DuBose’s staff on January 6, re- 
placed Jackie Shipp who left to take the 
same position at Oklahoma, his alma mater. 

Thompson said, “Football is a business 
and it came down to a business decision, 
Alabama vs. Georgia Tech. Being born and 


em 
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‘A Special Place’ Was The Attraction 


raised in the South, Alabama is a special 
place. There is so much history here. To me, 
Alabama is college football. Traditionally, 
there are a few programs at the top of col- 
lege football, and Alabama is one of them. If 
you're going to be a defensive line coach, 
then Alabama is the best place in the coun- 
try to be.” 

Thompson, 35, served as defensive line 
coach and recruiting coordinator for Georgia 
Tech last year. Prior to that, at various times 
during his 11-year stint with the Yellow 
Jackets he also coached defensive ends, tight 
ends, and linebackers. He spent three years 
as director of football operations. 

Alabama is only the second coaching stop 
for Thompson. He began his coaching career 
at Georgia Tech as a graduate assistant in 
1988. He was a volunteer coach under 
Coach Bobby Ross in 1990 when Tech won 
the national championship. 

A native of the Adanta area, Thompson 
opted to leave his hometown and about as 
much security as one can hope for in the 
coaching profession for the chance to help 
Alabama regain its elite status in the 
Southeastern Conference and the nation. 

While Thompson has an enthusiasm for 
his new duties, he also has an appreciation 
for where he has been. “Everything that I 
learned, I learned from Coach O'Leary,” said 
Thompson. “Coach O’Leary was my mentor. 
He was like a second father to me. But I just 
felt that 1 had done everything that I could 
at Georgia Tech. | felt that this was a once in 
a lifetime opportunity, something that I 
could not pass up. I’m very appreciative of 
Coach DuBose for this opportunity. Now 
I've got to get the job done.” 

“Lance is an energetic young coach who 
brings an excellent blend of youth and expe- 
rience to our program,” said Crimson Tide 
Head Coach Mike DuBose in announcing 
the selection of Thompson. 


labama is in the process of getting 
A= to national prominence. 
Thompson should be prepared for 
this challenge, having been a part of two 
Tech turn-arounds that saw the Yellow 
Jackets go 2-9 in his first year to undefeated 
national champs (10-0-1), and then pummel 
to 1-10 before rebounding to 10-2 in 1998. 
The rebuilding process is done with play- 
ers, and the book on Thompson is that he 
will be a tremendous asset to Alabama in re- 


Lance Thompson is the newest member of the 
Alabama football coaching staff. He is in charge 
of Bama’s defensive line. Barry Fikes Photo 
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cruiting. As recruiting coordinator for 
Georgia Tech, Thompson said that his area 
was Atlanta, so he did not personally go 
head-to-head with Tide recruiting coordina- 
tor Ronnie Cottrell for blue-chippers. He 
said, however, that he has known Cottrell 
for years and that their philosophy on re- 
cruiting is similar. In fact, Thompson said 
that he thinks that it was Cottrell who 
brought his name to the attention of 
DuBose. Now Thompson will help Cottrell 
corral the talent Alabama needs. After the 
February 3 signing date, Thompson will 
concentrate on developing the Tide's defen- 
sive line. 

Thompson was perhaps the most promi- 
nent name mentioned as a replacement for 
Shipp. Early DuBose said that he expected 
to interview a number of candidates for the 
job, but DuBose also said, “I know who I 
want.” Thompson was his first choice and 
the only man he interviewed. 

Thompson said that he was aware of 
DuBose'’s reputation as one of the best defen- 
sive line coaches in the country. “We talked 
about philosophy, but we also talked a lot 
about communication between the assistant 
coach and the head coach,” said Thompson. 


“Coach DuBose hired me as defensive coach, 
and he'll let me be the defensive coach. But 
as the head coach, it's always his prerogative 
to do some hands-on coaching if he wants 
to. We are interested in whatever is most 
productive for the players and will make the 
players the best that they can be.” 


hompson describes himself as an in- 
“Tiss: diligent coach who tries to 

make the players better than they 
could make themselves. “I have a passion 
for the game of football,” he said. “I think 
football is a line of scrimmage game, and the 
defensive line can control the game as much 
as anything. They are people who can make 
things happen up front. 

“As a group I want my players to play to 
the best of their ability. | have told them that 
at a Division | school like Alabama that the 
player must sacrifice for the good of the 
team and be selfish for The University of 
Alabama. Our team goal is to win the SEC 
championship. If we do that, then we will 
compete for the national championship. 

“I genuinely care about the kids. I want to 
make a tangible difference. I want to educate 
and motivate them so that they can become 
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better players and better men. I think it’s a 
sin if you go to school to play football and 
you don't get a college degree.” 

Thompson said that he was aware that 
Alabama was returning some good defensive 
linemen, and that also factored into his deci- 
sion to change jobs. He said he had watched 
videotapes of all of Alabama’s 1998 games 
and saw good invitational talent. “You al- 
ways want more talented players, and 
Alabama has a number of talented defensive 
linemen,” he said. “I've met with some of 
them and they also are very nice kids. I'm 
looking forward to working with them.” 

He said spring training goals would be to 
increase the energy level “and play every 
play;” to be very physical; and to be consis- 
tent. “If we reach our first two goals, the 
third should take care of itself,” he said. 

A native of Riverdale, Georgia, Thompson 
went to The Citadel, where he earned an 
honors degree in math and education. He 
was a four-year starter at outside linebacker 
and honorable mention all-conference. 
James Lance Thompson is married to the 
former Stacy Cambron of Henderson, 
Kentucky. The couple have two daughters, 
Alexandra, 4, and Christina, 3. 
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MC Mazique: 


cS SS ee Se 
It Has Been An Interesting Journey 


by Kirk McNair 


Senior forward emerges 
as leader for Gottfried 


ark Gottfried was very disappoint- 
M: that MC Mazique was not going 

to be able to help Gottfried’s bas- 
ketball team. Fortunately for Alabama bas- 
ketball, it was Gottfried’s Murray State team 
that Mazique was not going to help. 

Tt was March, 1995, and Gottfried had just 
been hired to coach the Racers. “It's not very 
often in the OVC (Ohio Valley Conference) 
that a 6-9 guy comes walking through your 
door,” Gottfried said. “He was a part-time 
student there, not a basketball player, and 1 
wanted him to stay. But Alabama had begun 
to recruit him and he was gone before | real- 
ly had a chance to talk to him about staying 
at Murray State.” 

But while Mazique never helped 
Gottried’s Murray State team, the senior has 
been a major plus for the Crimson Tide in 
Gottfried’s first year as head coach at 
Alabama. 

In some respects it is not a surprise that 
Mazique and Gottfried had crossed paths 
prior to their Alabama connection this year. 
It would have been hard to ayoid the wan- 
dering Mazique, whose basketball back- 
ground is bizarre, to say the least. 

He was born and raised in Brooklyn, New 
York, and was in a private school through 
elementary school and his first two years of 
high school. However, his high school had 
basketball only as a club sport, recreation 
teams that occasionally played outside com- 
petition, practice games for New York bas- 
ketball powerhouses like Christ The King. 
During his 10th grade year, Mazique’s father 
died. 

MC and his younger brother, MD (he 
swears he and his brother don't have names, 
just initials) went to live with their grand- 
mother in Fort Valley, Georgia. MC went to 
high school for the 11th grade at Peach 
County High School, but he wasn’t able to 
play basketball. The academy in New York 
wouldn't release his transcript because the 
Mazique family had been unable to pay the 
tuition bill. 
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Meanwhile, Mazique’s mother moved an 
hour away from New York, across the river 
to South Brunswick, New Jersey, and MC 
and MD returned to the Northeast. MC en- 
tered South Brunswick for his senior year, 
but again didn’t have a transcript and so 
couldn't play basketball. Instead he got a job 
as an assistant manager in a clothing store. 
Eventually he was able to save enough 
money to pay off his academy tuition bill 
and get the transcript of his first two years 
of high school released. However, before 
that happened, he said he had to go to high 
school for an additional year, making sure 
he had the credits to graduate. 

Even though he was precluded [rom play- 
ing high school basketball. MC was still 
known in greater New York basketball cir- 
cles. He played in recreation leagues at 
Princeton and Rutgers during the school 
year and in the summer went into the city 
to play in “scout” camps, recreation league 
competitions watched by college scouts. It 
was at one of those camps in Elizabeth, New 
Jersey, that Mazique said he was discovered 
by Thad Abernathy when Abernathy was an 
assistant at Miami. 

But there was a problem, MC hadn't 
passed the required standardized test for col- 
lege academic eligibility. And so he spent the 
next year at Murray State (which is one of 
the schools that had contacted him about a 
scholarship) working primarily on earning 
eligibility. He continued to play in pick-up 
games, waiting for the opportunity he saw 
coming to play major college basketball. 
Mazique had reason to believe he was pretty 
good as he averaged about 50 points per 
game with a high game of 89 points in a 
recreation league contest. 

Meanwhile, Abernathy moved from Miami 
to David Hobbs’ staff at Bama. He contacted 
Mazique and soon alter MC was Alabama- 
bound. 


azique said he never considered 
Meee for Murray State. “I want- 

ed a higher level of play,” he said. 
“L thought I could make a name for myself 
in the SEC.” 

It didn't really work out that way. Mazique 
arrived at Alabama on the skinny side, 6-10 
(the same height he is now), but no more 
than 180 pounds. 

Still, he showed flashes of potential as a 
freshman. He played in 24 of Bama’s 32 
games that year, averaging almost nine min- 


utes per game. 

One of the highlights of his freshman year 
was Alabama making it to the quarterfinals 
of the NIT, the games that are played in 
Madison Square Garden. He was playing in 
his hometown in front of his family (his 
mother and brother have since moved back 
to the South Bronx “right across the street 
from Yankee Stadium”) and friends. 

Mazique said, “I thought | played three 
(small forward) pretty well. I thought | was 
a perimeter player. I didn’t think | was 
suong enough for the post (power forward 
or center), but that’s where they wanted me 
to play.” 

Mazique actually had a pretty good sopho- 
more year, playing in 30 games and earning 
nine starts. He averaged 2.5 points and 2.8 
rebounds, but his playing time decreased as 
the season went along. The same thing hap- 
pened his junior year, Although he played in 
23 games and started four (averaging 2.3 
points and 3.3 rebounds), he saw almost no 
action down the stretch, staying on the 
bench in eight of the last nine games. He 
had done well early in the season, including 
getting 11 points and three blocked shots 
against Texas A&M, blocking four shots 
against Boston University and pulling down 
11 rebounds against North Texas, 


ut those occasional good times 
Be enough to offset the bad feel- 

ings. “I thought plenty of times that I 
had made a mistake in coming to Alabama,” 
Mazique said, “People who had urged me to 
take the scholarship offer from Alabama 
were telling me that | should leave, that 1 
should go to a small college. But I still want- 
ed to prove I could play on this level.” 

Mazique looks back now and realizes “It's 
pretty hard to play on this level with a good 
basketball background. | came here with no 
real high school experience even, That's a 
huge jump.” 

One reason he had selected Alabama was 
the basketball weight room, then under the 
direction of Terry Jones (who has since 
moved to football). And by the end of his 
sophomore season he “realized it was time 
to attack the weights.” 

He spent the last two summers in 
Tuscaloosa, taking only a week to go home. 
“I spent the summers in the weightroom, in 
the classroom, and on the basketball court,” 
Mazique said. 

Indeed, last summer he worked out with 
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the Alabama football players at 6 a.m. each 
morning, doing their program of weights 
and agility. Then he went for a “five- or six- 
mile run” before going to breakfast. Then it 
was school during the day, pick-up basket- 
ball games in the afternoons and evenings. 
Those pick-up games included mostly 
Alabama basketball players, but also includ- 
ed a few former Tiders such as Roy Rogers 
and Antonio McDyess who have since gone 
on to professional basketball but spend 
summers in Tuscaloosa. 

At the end of the summer Mazique had 
beefed up to 220 and was stronger than 
ever. “I felt | was way ahead in strength and 
size,” he said. “I felt I could make a differ- 
ence. We had new players and a new coach- 
ing staff, and I thought I would have an op- 
portunity.” 

Mazique doesn’t think he suddenly blos- 
somed prior to his senior year at Alabama. 
He said, “I’ve had the same work ethic every 
year and every year I have thought, ‘This is 
my year.’ I always thought if I got the oppor- 
tunity I would produce.” 

Gottfried was aware of Mazique’s efforts in 
the weight room over the summer and in 
the pre-season conditioning program. “You 
could see he was going to emerge,” 
Gottfried said. “He was very dedicated. The 
work he did on his body and on his game is 
a credit to him and is the main reason for 
his success. That resulted in playing time for 
him and he has gotten more and more confi- 
dent. And the more he plays the more he 
grows as a player.” 

Gottfried knew that Mazique had been lit- 
tle-used in the previous three years, but 
said, “That didn’t matter. He was in our 
plans, in part because we didn’t have a lot of 
options.” 

Still, the coach noted that “Since he didn’t 
even play in games at the end of last season, 
he wasn't really in front of us. But we told 
him last spring that we would never give up 
on him. And when we started practice in 
October, he was the best-conditioned player 
and maybe the best player in the gym.” 

Gottfried said that Mazique has developed 
enough confidence so that when he makes a 
mistake he plays through it instead of wor- 
rying about it” 


azique has been Alabama’s leader 
Ms: year, a completely unexpected 

situation. And he said, “It's been 
satisfying personally, but we haven't played 
well as a team. It seems to be a mental thing; 
we find ways to lose games when we should 
be finding ways to win games. The coaches 
can only do so much. It’s up to the players 
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After three years with only occasional flashes of good performance, MC Mazique emerged in his senior 
season as one of the best players for new Crimson Tide Head Basketball Coach Mark Gottfried. 
University of Alabama Photo by Kent Gidley 


to do the things to win. It comes down to 
the player.” 

Mazique has done as much as he could. A 
guy who barely got double digit minutes in 
playing time prior to this year has had a 
handful of double-doubles this year, includ- 
ing his all-time best of 16 points and 17 re- 
bounds against Boston University. He is easi- 
ly Bama’s rebounding leader and ranks 
among Bama’s best in scoring. 

MC believes that winning is not far away 
for Alabama, that the Crimson Tide will be 
back among the elite in the SEC and in the 
nation in the next few seasons. 

But this is it for Mazique. He will graduate 
with two undergraduate degrees, probably in 
August, four years after he arrived on cam- 
pus. He has completed requirements for his 
degree in political science and is working on 


a degree in criminal justice. And, he said, 
he’d like to add a degree in economics at 
some point and later go to graduate school. 

And he admits to the same dream that al- 
most every basketball player has. Even 
though he has had only limited success, and 
even though it has come very late in his col- 
lege career, he said, “Everyone who plays 
collegiate basketball hopes for a chance to 
go pro. I know I've got a long way to go. But 
I've been hungry and I’ve worked hard and 
I'd like the opportunity. I feel sure I could go 
somewhere and play, but what I would want 
is the best, which would mean playing in 
the NBA.” 

Odds are long against MC Mazique play- 
ing in the National Basketball Association. 
But they were long against what he has done 
at Alabama. 
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Baseball Outlook: 


Wells Has 
Eyes On An 
Omaha Trip 


by Peter Edmund 


Nucleus of good ’98 team 
joined by top newcomers 


labama Head Baseball Coach Jim 
A“ hopes to blend senior leader- 

ship with the best recruiting class in 
school history to make another run at the 
College World Series. The Crimson Tide re- 
turns six everyday starters and three of its 
top four Southeastern Conference pitchers 
from last year’s team. In 1998 Alabama nar- 
rowly missed its third consecutive trip to 
Omaha, Nebraska, and the College World 
Series as it finished second to Long Beach 
State at the NCAA West Regional. 

Alabama is loaded with returning talent. 
Three-year starter and All-SEC third base- 
man Andy Phillips, and two-year starter and 
second-team AII-SEC right fielder G.W. 
Keller head the list of upperclassmen. 

The Crimson Tide also returns Jayson 
Cox, Sam Bozanich, Dan Chavers and 
Darren Wood as starters from last year’s 
club. On the mound, the Tide will rely on 
the arms of Justin Smith, B.J. Green and 
Jonathan Blankenship, who combined for 
half of the Tide’s 46 wins last year. 

Add to that a national “top five” recruiting 
class and it’s understandable that the 
Crimson Tide head coach is excited about 
the future of Alabama baseball. “We have a 
number of quality players returning and we 
have more pitching depth than we did last 
year,” Wells said. “We have also added 
some very good freshmen and I think we 
have a chance to have a good team this year. 
We have very good competition for posi- 
tions this fall and I think that will only 
make us a better team.” 

Highlighting the school’s highest rated re- 
cruiting class are Jeremy Brown, Brent Boyd, 
Jason Moates, Lance Cormier, Kevin 
Marzion and Erik Smallwood. 


Jim Wells has had great success as head coach 
of Alabama's baseball team and he expects this 
year to be another good one. Barry Fikes Photo 
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Alabama’s most experienced outfielder and one of the Crimson Tide's top players is G.W. Keller. In addition to being an outstanding hitter, this two-year 
starter is an excellent fielder with the team’s best arm. 


aseball at every level begins with 
Bust and Alabama brings its 

deepest and most talented pitching 
staff into the 1999 campaign. Justin Smith, 
Jonathan Blankenship, B.J. Green, Kevin 
Marzion, Lance Cormier, Jason Moates and 
Manny Torres moved to the top of the pitch- 
ing charts with impressive fall workouts and 
they appear to be the favorites for spots on 
the SEC pitching roster. (Once SEC compe- 
tition begins, the pitching corps will be 
broken down into starters and relief pitchers 
for conference games and pitchers for the 
mid-week non-conference contests.) 

The Crimson Tide will also count on 
Shane Henderson, Keith Long, Kris 
McWhirter, Scott Murphy and Jeremy 
Vaughn. Luke Tucker, a quarterback on the 
Alabama football team, joined the baseball 
team in January and will add another left- 
handed arm to the rotation. 

Freshman Frank Allen Yeilding underwent 
surgery this fall and will be redshirted this 
season. 

In evaluating his mound corps, Wells said, 
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“We have more depth than we have had in 
years past. That is the most important point. 
Justin Smith is back and is a capable number 
one pitcher. He has proved he can win in 
this league. Others are not as proven but 
have given us some quality wins. B.J. Green 
and Jonathan Blankenship pitched well last 
season as true freshmen and won some 
games for us. Green is coming off minor 
surgery, but I think he will be fine. 

“Another pitcher we are counting on is 
Jason Moates, but he has battled some 
minor injuries since he has been here. 

“Our most improved pitcher is freshman 
Scott Murphy. He got better each time out 
this fall, so we will look at him as soon as 
practice begins.” 


he Alabama infield is also talented 

[ and deep. The cornerstone of the in- 
field is senior and three-year starter 

Andy Phillips. The Crimson Tide also re- 
turns honorable mention Freshman All- 


America Sam Bozanich at second base and 
shortstop Dan Chavers. 


University of Alabama Photo by Kent Gidley 


In a perfect world, Phillips will play third 
base for the Tide this season. Due to injuries 
to Chavers last year, Phillips made the move 
to shortstop for the last half of the season. 
Chavers underwent surgery during the SEC 
Tournament and missed the Tide’s final 
seven games, but he returned to the lineup 
this fall a healthier infielder and could be 
the Tide’s opening day shortstop. 

Brent Boyd will also play a vital role in the 
Crimson Tide infield this season. Boyd, ver- 
satile and talented, could push Chavers for 
the job at shortstop, or could spell Phillips, 
Chavers or Bozanich. 

With the move of Jayson Cox back to 
catcher, Jeremy Brown looks to be the lead- 
ing candidate to take over at first base. 
Brown was most impressive this fall and 
could be the most heralded freshman to play 
for the Crimson Tide in some time. His size 
(5-9) is a concern for Wells, but what he 
lacks in height he makes up in talent. 

Chavers could also see action at first base 
and Phillips also worked there in the fall. 
“The infield is a little confusing,” Wells said. 
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“Lam not sure at this time of any positions 
except for Bozanich at second base. Andy 
Phillips will play, but it might be at third 
base or shortstop. Dan Chavers is in the mix 
at shortstop and Jeremy Brown at first base. 
Boyd is the key guy here. He has moved 
around and is prepared to play all positions 
if needed, 

“If Chavers or Boyd cannot play shortstop, 
then we have no choice but to move Phillips 
back there and that would effect our entire 
lineup. We have several capable back-ups in 
Cam Walters and Tim Lemke, who are get- 
ting better each time out.” 

The only solidified infield position head- 
ing into the season is second base, where 
Bozanich returns for his second season. 

Bozanich set the Alabama single-game 
record with 11 assists in a win over 
Arkansas-Little Rock and later hit safely his 
last 20 regular-season SEC games. He was 
named honorable mention Freshman All- 
America by Collegiate Baseball. 

Senior Cam Walters will once again be the 
Tide's top utility infielder. He can play sec- 
ond base, shortstop and third base. Walters 
had an excellent fall for the Crimson Tide 
and improved his offensive skills. Walters 
underwent knee surgery in the off-season to 
repair some cartilage damage, but is expect- 
ed to be 100 per cent when practice begins. 

Tim Lemke, Jeff Nichols and Matthew 
Whitaker can also play in the infield and 
could provide capable depth in special situa- 
tions. The trio could also be redshirts this 
season. 


eplacing two-year starter and All-SEC 
Ress Matt Frick may be the most 

important task facing Wells. 
Regarded as one of the top backstops in the 
SEC, Frick led the league in fielding per- 
centage as a junior (1997) and last year he 
set the Alabama single-season home run 
record for a senior (22). 

Bama enters the 1999 season with four 
candidates to replace Frick, including 
Jayson Cox, Rock Mills, Kelley Gulledge 
and Scott Evans. 

Cox played first base last year but will 
move back behind the plate for the 1999 
season, He came to Alabama as an infielder 
and then moved to catcher for the 1997 sea- 
son. Gulledge split time last year as backup 
catcher and designated hitter and will battle 
for time behind the plate. Mills is the catch- 
er of the future for Alabama. A highly touted 
catcher from Cleveland, Ohio, Mills has all 
the tools to be the everyday backstop. 
Evans, a walkon, will also compete for time 
behind the plate. 
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“The catcher position is a dead heat be- 
tween Cox, Mills and Gulledge,” Wells said. 
“No one is ahead at this time and I am a lit- 
tle concerned headed into the spring. All 
three do some things well but we do not 
have the total package yet, One of the three 
guys will win the job before the season and 1 
feel comfortable with playing two catchers 
during the season.” 


Ts lone returning starter in the out- 
field is G.W. Keller, who has started 
for the Tide the last two years. Keller 
has played several positions at Alabama, in- 
cluding right field, left field and third base. 
He returns as the Tide’s most experienced 
outfielder and possesses the team’s strongest 
and most accurate arm. 

Also in line to start opening day are 
Darren Wood and Derek Wigginton, the 
most improved players on the Alabama team 
after fall practice. Wood was a part-time 
starter last year. He will be the leading can- 
didate to play centerfield for Alabama this 
year, because of his speed and defense. 
Wigginton also improved at the end of the 
fall and may have won himself the starting 
job in left field. He has improved his power 
and defense and really showed signs this fall 
of becoming an excellent college player. 

The trio will be pushed by several other 
talented players. Erik Smallwood and Scott 
McClanahan, a pair of freshmen could make 
an immediate impact in the outfield. 

Antonio Bostic, who has excellent speed, 
also figures into the mix. Bostic was also 
part-time starter last year and also improved 
his game this fall. 

Boyd, a candidate to play at shortstop, has 
also worked out in left field for the Tide, Jeff 
Dragg could also see time in the outfield or 
battle Cox, Gulledge or Mills for the starting 
designated hitter position. 

“Wood, Wigginton and Keller came out of 
the fall as our top three outfielders,” Wells 
said. “Smallwood, McClanahan and Bostic 
will serve in back-up roles. We have more 
depth and quality players in the outfield 
than we have at any other position on the 
field.” 

Alabama began preparations for the 1999 
season in mid-January and the season open- 
er is a three-game road trip against the 
University of Houston beginning Friday, 
February 12, The 1999 home opener is 
Wednesday, February 17, against the 
Samford Bulldogs. The Samford game will 
kick off a 14-game Crimson Tide home- 
stand, including a three-game series with 
Cal-State Fullerton the last weekend of the 
month, 
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Softball Outlook: 


Something Old, Something New 


by Todd Anderson 


Big bats will still be main 
weapon, but not only one 


any of the weapons are still part of 
Mi Alabama arsenal that propelled 

the Crimson Tide to the 
Southeastern Conference Softball Tourna- 
ment championship last season, Bama still 
boasts All-America Kelly Kretschman and 
her first team All-South Region teammates 
Christy Kyle and Carrie Moreman. Players 
accounting for nearly 90 per cent of 
Alabama's school record 73 home runs re- 
turn. Those 73 homers were second best in 
the nation in 1998. 

There are some losses, including team 
Golden Glove winner Brittney Ezell, second 
team All-South Region outfielder J.C. 
Chapman and second baseman Karla 
Contryman. 

But this Bama will have a different look, 
primarily because there is the matter of 
Alabama having a new head coach. But Pat 
Murphy, who was elevated from assistant 
coach to field general for the Crimson Tide 
in July, likes Alabama’s chances in 1999. 

“J.C. and Karla were a calming influence 
on the rest of the team for the past two years 
so they will certainly be missed, and we will 
delinitely miss Brittney Ezell. But, | think the 
people we have coming in are more than able 
to step in and play right away,” Murphy said. 

The cupboard is stocked for a team that just 
missed being selected for the 1998 NCAA 
Tournament. Among them are stars from the 
first two seasons and prep stars which 
Alabama recruited to alleviate the few losses. 

Last year it was hitting (a .324 team aver- 
age) that carried the Crimson Tide. Murphy 
hopes to bring a balance to the 1999 cam- 
paign. “I don't think we'll have to rely on 
our hitting as much this season because | 
think the pitching is greatly improved,” 
Murphy said. “I think hitting is still going to 
be a big part of our success, though, People 
are going to remember our bats.” 

Because he has been a part of Alabama's 
first two years of softball, the overall philos- 
ophy is not likely to have substantial 
change. Murphy has hitting and pitching, 
which is a great start. That's a combination 
that could tempt gambling or encourage 
caution. Murphy also has to look at a sched- 
ule that includes a number of the nation’s 


20 


top-ranked teams when considering his de- 
cisions. Alabama's schedule includes starting 
in four tournaments in which the Tide will 
have the opportunity to meet about 10 of 
the nation’s top teams. 

“| try to get across to the defense that we 
need to prevent the big inning; just get an 
out when they give it to you and don’t allow 
the big inning,” he said. “Offensively, my 
philosophy is to put the ball into play and 
make the other team make the plays. Every 
hitter in our line-up, one through nine, is 
capable of hitting it out. | always have that 
in the back of my mind: Should | give the 
go-ahead for the steal or should [ wait for 
the big hit? 

“Its going to be tough decisions on my 
part to either wait for the big inning or to 
chip away and try to get a run an inning. | 
told the team that we are going to see some 
of the best pitchers in the nation this year, 
and so we have to get ready for the 1-0 and 
2-1 games. We're going to have to execute in 
those games.” 

Nevertheless, the coach promises. “It’s still 
going to be a ‘If you see the mistake, you're 
going to crush it’ type of mentality. That's 
what they have been doing in practice, If 
you throw a mistake, its going to be gone. 
Our hitters are that strong. I think that is 
going to put a lot more pressure on the peo- 
ple that we play because they are going to be 
thinking, ‘They hit 73 home runs last year. | 
better not make a mistake.’ When you start 
thinking that, you are going to make a mis- 
take.” 


labama starts with a key ingredient 
As success, which is strong pitching. 
Bama returns a 24-game winner in 
soph Penny Cope and a 14-game winner in 
senior Amy Bernard. Cope, a second team 
All-SEC player last season, will likely open 
up the season as the number one starter. 
However, Murphy saw a big push in fall 
workouts from freshman Shelley Laird. 
“Nowadays, a power pitcher is a rarity,” 
Murphy said. “Shelley Laird is probably the 
closest we have to that. Penny Cope did a 
great job as a freshman adjusting to the yel- 
low ball and the extra three feet (from 
pitching rubber to plate). She's going to be, | 
think, one of the top pitchers in the nation.” 
Cope was Alabama's ace last season with 
much of her action coming against top 25 
opponents. Cope posted a 4-0 record against 
SEC West Champion LSU including a 2-0 
mark against the Tigers in the SEC 
Tournament. Bernard's last appearance may 


have been her best as she came into the 
game in the third inning with the Tide down 
3-1 and won the 1998 SEC Tournament 
Championship game. Laird, the Texas Player 
of the Year in 1998, took her Klein Oak team 
to the 6A State Championship in 1998 while 
another freshman, Kasey Whitehead of 
Roswell, Georgia, will be used in relief and 
also see action at third base. 


enior Carrie Moreman, who earned a 
S spot on the 1998 SEC All-Tournament 

Team after hitting .368 with two home 
runs and five runs batted in, returns for her 
final season as Bama’s catcher. Last season, 
Moreman was among the top four catchers 
in the SEC with a .979 fielding percentage 
and threw out more than 60 per cent of 
would-be base stealers. Moreman's .374 bat- 
ting average was second on the team, and 
she led the 1998 squad with 65 RBI, the 
Alabama single-season record, 

Sophomore Kelley Askew, who split time 
with Moreman at catcher last season, will 
likely do the same this season with Murphy 
centering his focus on Moreman’s offensive 
talent. However, Murphy has been im- 
pressed with Askew’s defensive play and sig- 
nal calling during the Fall workouts. 
According to Murphy, Askew has the poten- 
tial to be a .400 hitter in the college game as 
well as a top-notch defensive catcher. 

“Carrie caught every game her sophomore 
year and | think that hurt her offense,” 
Murphy said. “Last year we were able to ro- 
tate and | think that helped Carrie a lot. She 
had a great year and she really wants to go 
out with another championship of some 
sort. Her power numbers are just going to 
keep going up because she’s got a better 
command of the strike zone and she’s a 
smarter hitter after three years of Division | 
softball.” 


irst base, depth-wise, may be the 
Fsonss position on the field this 

season with starter Ginger Jones and 
1997 starter Nicki McKee both returning for 
another season. Jones will likely be penciled 
in as the starter on opening day based pri- 
marily on her offensive talents after hitting 
254 with 18 RBI last season. However, 
Murphy believes McKee may push Jones 
strongly after her hitting took a turn for the 
better in Fall workouts. 

“Ginger and Nicki are almost identical, de- 
fensively,” Murphy said. “Offensively, Ginger 
is a step ahead because she has a little more 
power, but Nicki is one of those kids that 
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you have to have in the lineup. We saw what 
she could do as a freshman when she hit 
.320 for us and I think her elbow injury hurt 
more than what she let on last season. 

“IT wouldn’t hesitate to put either of them 
in the lineup, or both of them with one as 
DH (designated hitter).” 


or the third consecutive season, the 
| eee Tide will open with a new 

woman at third base. Freshman Kasey 
Whitehead, a three-time Georgia all-state se- 
lection and two-time high school All- 
America, helped lead her Georgia Girls club 
team to a fifth-place national showing in 
1997 after leading them to the national title 
in 1995, 

Kristi Frenier started most of the 1998 sea- 
son at third base, before Brittney Ezell fin- 
ished her duties with the Alabama women’s 
basketball team and moved into the hot cor- 
ner. Frenier hit .247 with two home runs 
and 14 RBI. Murphy advises, however, that 
Frenier has made a big improvement during 
the off season and will make a strong push 
to be number one at third base. 

“Kasey has the quickest feet that I have 
ever seen,” Murphy said. “She gets to a lot 
of balls and her hitting is going to come 
around. She’s made a few adjustments in the 
Fall and, hopefully, she will be one of our 
better hitters for average in the Spring. 
Kristi Frenier has improved as much as any- 
body, She's better with her glove and her hit- 
ting is getting better and better.” 


ama will have a new face at second 
B= as Karla Contryman, who held 

that position in the program’s first 
two years, has graduated. The leading candi- 
date to replace Contryman at second is ju- 
nior Kristi Black who, at one point last sea- 
son, was hitting over .500 and inserted into 
the lineup in a pinch hitter role. Pushing 
Black for the starting role is freshman 
Suzanne Olcott of Birmingham, who, 
Murphy believes, will make her presence felt 
with her speed. 

“Kristi and Suzanne will likely share time 
at second base,” Murphy said. “They are 
both real good with the bat. It's probably 
going to come down to who is hitting and 
who can give us more of the little things 
each and every day.” 


fter a season that saw her garner 
At second team All America, first 

team Easton All-America, first team 
All-South, and second team All-SEC honors, 
Kelly Kretschman returns with her national 
home run and slugging percentage titles to 
her starting shortstop position for the 1999 
season. Murphy’s concern last season was 
Kretschman'’s .916 fielding percentage. He be- 
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New Alabama Softball Coach Pat Foster has some experienced performers returning from last year's 
Southeastern Conference championship team. Foster expects big things from Kelly Kretschman (left) 


and Carrie Moreman. 


lieves that worry is now a thing of the past. 

“Kretschman is, without a doubt, going to 
be better defensively,” Murphy said. “She's 
going to be much smoother and reliable this 
season. I think she could be the Derek Jeter 
of collegiate softball because she can make 
those acrobatic plays and she can hit for 
power.” 


he outfield is another area where the 
Tide has great depth. Kierstin Arntsen 
(center), Christy Kyle (right), and 
Kim Rohret (left) were regular starters to- 
ward the end of their 1998 campaigns and 
all three will return to those starting roles on 
opening day. Senior Paula White will contin- 
ue to push for a starting job in left field. 
Kyle, who rotated between right and left 
field last season, sparked the Crimson Tide 
bats on several occasions on her way to earn- 
ing first team All-SEC and first team All- 
South Region honors. Kyle hit the first two 
grand slams in the history of the Crimson 
Tide softball program last season and should 
provide the big bat for the Crimson Tide in 
the top half of the batting order. 
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Arntsen spent the majority of the season 
in a backup role but earned a spot in the 
starting lineup heading into the SEC 
Tournament, where she garnered all-tourna- 
ment honors, and should maintain her start- 
ing role heading into opening day. 

Rohret held her own in her freshman sea- 
son, cracking the starting lineup early on 
and showcased her power immediately. In 
the second game with Florida last season, 
Rohret hit two home runs, including one 
that cleared the center field scoreboard. She 
will be a featured batter in the Alabama 
order. 

White spent most of her playing time as a 
pinch runner last season, but appeared in 
the starting lineup on several occasions be- 
cause of her speed and her ability with her 
glove. 

“We have four of the greatest kids in the 
outfield,” Murphy said. “They are all hard 
workers, great people and great athletes. 
They'll do whatever it takes for the team to 
win. All four are interchangeable. I'd feel 
comfortable with any of them anywhere in 
the outfield.” 
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Tennis Outlook: 


Goals Are Much Higher This Year 


by Donna Fromme 


Men have title hopes; 
women should improve 


he Southeastern Conference men’s ten- 

fl nis championship is ripe for the taking, 

and third year Alabama Head Coach 

Adam Steinberg thinks that his Crimson Tide 
is capable of snatching it. 

“Our goal is to win the SEC this year,” said 
Steinberg whose team finished 11-11 overall 
last season and 3-9 in a league that is full of 
nationally-ranked teams. “Last year we didn’t 
really talk about that. We talked more about 
getting into the Top 16 so that we could make 
the NCAA tournament. This year it’s to make 
nationals again, but it’s also to win the SEC. 
There are a lot of good teams, but I don’t 
think there is a great team in the conference. 


There are eight or nine teams that can win it, 
and we are among those teams. Our expecta- 
tions this year are extremely high. It comes 
from the guys as well as myself. Anything less 
than going to nationals and winning the SEC 
will be disappointing.” 

How can a guy whose team won just three 
league matches believe a league title this year 
is a distinct possibility? This isn’t the same 
team. And this is a sport where the addition 
of one gun can make a trophy-producing im- 
pact. 

“We have nine players this year who could 
all play in the top six,” said Steinberg whose 
team was ranked 21st nationally in the final 
fall rankings. “Depth is the big difference for 
us this year. We have four seniors, and | think 
that’s a huge advantage.” 

And it is that senior class—Ariel Rivero, Alin 
Taranga, Karim Zaher and Weylu Chang-that 
Steinberg says will propel the Tide into title- 
contender. 

“| think the big difference this year on our 
team is the four seniors. They have not made 


the NCAA, but they have been so close for a 
few years in a row. They are so motivated. 
They are on a mission to accomplish that this 
year. They know it’s their last time, and | 
think that’s helping in a lot of ways. They are 
pushing the younger guys. 

“At the number two and three spots, we're 
really improved. And the fact that Mason 
Snider has improved a lot is in our favor. He's 
going to help us immensely this year.” 

Alabama has also added a player this 
January, India’s Susheel Narla, who Steinberg 
believes will come in and immediately chal- 
lenge for a spot in the top four. “He's added a 
spark to our team,” Steinberg said. “He's an 
excellent player in singles and doubles.” 

Already Steinberg has received impetus all 
around the court for encouragement. The fall 
tennis season consists of individual play-no 
team results. It's designed to give players 
match experience to fine-tune their play be- 
fore they head into the start of team play in 
January. Alabama's doubles tandem of Rivero 
and Francisco Rodriguez won the region's in- 


Karim Zaher, Dominique Glinzler, Ariel Rivero and Jill Breslin are among the leaders of Alabama's tennis teams for this year. Bama’s men are among national 


powers. The women are rebounding from a year of disasters. 
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door doubles championship, a victory that in- 
cluded with it an automatic bid into 
February's indoor national championships. 

And inspiration comes in the form of 
Rodriguez, Alabama's All-America. Rodriguez 
rocketed to a number five national singles 
pre-season ranking. Rodriguez was 6-3 in fall 
play that included opening his junior year at 
the National Clay Court Championships. He 
won four matches there before he was defeat- 
ed in the semifinals by another top 10 ranked 
player, Georgia’s seventh-ranked Hisham 
Hemeda. 

Steinberg believes that Rodriguez's effort 
has paid off not only in his game improving, 
but in some other Tide players seeing the re- 
sults of hard work. 

Rodriguez ended the fall ranked 16th, and 
he was joined in the final fall rankings by two 
of his Alabama teammates in singles and two 
Tide doubles duos. These rankings will hold 
true until the next rankings are released on 
February 16. Rivero starts out his senior sea- 
son as the number 57 player in the nation 
and Graydon Oliver, a sophomore, made his 
collegiate rankings debut in the fall poll at 61. 
Rodriguez and Rivero team together in dou- 
bles to make the region’s top ranked and the 
nation’s 22nd ranked duo, and Oliver teams 
with Chang in a duo that ranks 45th. 

“Francisco is clearly one of the most talent- 
ed players in the country. And | think what's 
going to help us is Graydon and Ariel are 
both nationally ranked players right now, 
and they are really playing much better than 
they were last year. Francisco will be top 15 
all year and he will be an All-America.” 

Among the other fall accomplishments was 
Oliver's 6-2 record. He won all four of his 
matches to take a championship at the 
Harvard Crimson Classic in Massachusetts 
then made it to the fourth round in singles at 
regionals. Rivero collected the most victories, 
putting together a 10-3 fall record that in- 
cluded seven victories at the All-American, 
one of the nation’s top fall events. 

There is no stronger league in men’s tennis 
than the SEC. In the fall rankings, Georgia, 
Mississippi State and Ole Miss rank second 
through fourth behind Stanford. South 
Carolina 1s ninth, Tennessee 12th, Florida 
13th, LSU 19th, Alabama 21st, Kentucky 
26th, Auburn 35th, Arkansas 44th, and 
Vanderbilt 66th among 273 schools. 

“Our schedule is extremely tough, L's going 
to help a lot, Playing tin he SEC, you're play- 
ing every top team in the country anyway, Our 
non-conference schedule is extremely diffi- 
cult, but | do that on purpose because it helps 
us down the stretch, The thing about our con- 
ference in men’s tennis is thal once you go to 
nationals, you've been through such wars all 
year that there will be no change.” 

Steinberg said, “This is the best team 
Alabama has had in a long time. We're deeper 
than last year, more experienced. | don't want 
to jinx us, but I think we have the potential 
to be atop 10 team .” 


here is no place to go but up for Jenny 
Mainz and her Crimson Tide women’s 
tennis team, Last season, her first at 
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Alabama, was a coach's worst nightmare. The 
number one player transferred, a seasoned 
veteran decided to give up the sport, and a 
sophomore who was primed to move into the 
number one spot was lost for the season with 
a knee injury. Additionally, a top signee 
showed up with a shoulder that needed 
surgery and knocked her out for the year. 

The losses left Mainz with only four play- 
ers. A minimum of six are needed just to fill 
the singles lineup and three doubles matches 
in a collegiate match. The scenario that un- 
folded was light years from the one Mainz 
first thought she was walking into. She 
shrugged off the late summer hiring knowing 
there would be some residual affects. Initially 
no doubt, Mainz believed her only hurdle 
would be overcoming the fact that Alabama, 
because it had an interim coach for the spring 
portion of the season, hadn't recruited. 

Bul Mainz believed she was inheriting the 
nucleus of a team that had advanced to the 
NCAA Championships the previous season, 
When disasters began to pile up, Mainz 
scrambled. She posted notices around cam- 
pus, visited sorority houses, put the word out 
that Alabama was looking for players. She 
threw a squad together, but it wasn’t easy. For 
some of those added walkons, play was more 
recreational than competitive. And few teams 
ever emerge injury free. There were times 
when Alabama couldn't fill the six singles 
slots in competitive play, starting it off in 
those matches with lost points. 

Fifteen of the 20 teams Alabama played 
were nationally ranked. 

Alabama didn't win a single match, Bama 
went 0-20, 

“As soon as the season was over you didn't 
have any choice but to re-group,” said Mainz 
who was the successful head coach at lowa 
before she left there for the Alabama job. “We 
spent a lot of time this summer establishing 
standards and setting goals. We decided 
where we wanted to go and how we were 
going to get there. We changed our practices. 
We changed our conditioning some. We're 
doing lot more point-structure, point -situa- 
tions, We put them in a competitive environ- 
ment more often. 

“Last year was a fluke. It was. Those type of 
things hopefully are not going to happen very 
often, but in sports, you are taught to re- 
bound. You are taught to get back up and 
make a point and, fortunately, we have those 
types ol players who can and are willing to 
get back up and rebound.” 

“One of our team goals this season is to be 
back in the middle of the pack. I have bigger 
dreams for Alabama, but right now, that’s our 
first step,” said Mainz. “I want us to start chip- 
ping away at Auburn, and Mississippi State 
and Kentucky, these teams that are in the mid- 
dle of the pack in the league. I think realisti- 
cally we're not ready to knock off the 
Georgias and Floridas, But we can focus on 
the things that we can control: performance 
goals, short term goals and getting back to the 
middle of the pack in SEC. We want to keep 
our eyes on that and move back into the top 
30 in the nation. I think that’s realistic,” 

It will be a young team, but, according to 
Mainz, it is an eager grouping. Five are veter- 


ans, though only three of those-senior Jill 
Breslin, senior Heather Geros and Sophomore 
Kerry Emes—played last season. Dominique 
Glinizer, who had injured her knee last sea- 
son, and Selia Mathew, who had shoulder 
surgery, were medical redshirts but were in- 
volved with the team last year, Breslin and 
Glintzer were part of the 1997 NCAA tourna- 
ment team. 

“Dominique and Selia are back in the lineup 
after being redshirted last season and both 
worked hard to get their competitive edge 
back. I'm pleased with their progress. Selia 
has a lot of weapons. She could be the sur- 
prise player in the SEC. Jill had a good fall. 1 
have a lot of respect for Jill because she's 
weathered the storm, She has the capabilities 
to have a good spring, but she needs to keep 
things in perspective. She works hard enough 
and has the mental and the physical skills.” 

Five newcomers join those four, including 
Weyli Chang whose older brother Weylu is a 
senior on the Tide men’s tennis team. Both 
Changs trained at the famed Bollettieri Tennis 
Academy. Weyli Chang won the National 
Southern Open singles and doubles champi- 
onship [or the 18s in 1997, New, too, is Becca 
Baum, the 1997 Alabama Tennis Association 
Player of the Year who is a three-time state 
singles champion. Tennessee sent an all-state 
player in the form of freshman Jenny 
Ketchum. Kathleen Mele was undefeated in 
singles and doubles during her Georgia prep 
career, and Adrienne Oliver, a Mississippi na- 
tive, also trained at the Bollettieri Academy. 

Mainz said, “I'm really excited. We have a 
really strong nucleus. The chemistry is great. 
Everybody is excited about being at 
Alabama, We have six southern players, and 
they are excited about being here. We've filled 
the void from last year. We recruited depth, 
leadership and talent,” 

Mainz said Alabama's play in the fall-like 
the men, all individual play events—accom- 
plished exactly what she hoped it would. “We 
played a lot of tennis and we gained a lot of 
experience. We played as many matches as 
we possibly could and that's what we needed 
to do. We spent a lot of time on individual in- 
struction and player development. The key to 
taking games to another level is spending 
time on the court to further develop them. 

“Weyli Chang has had a tremendous fall 
season, She's got all the tools. She took some 
people by surprise in the fall, and, if she con- 
tinues to develop, she could be a power in the 
SEC. Rebecca and Jenny have demonstrated 
impeccable work ethic. We are still a couple 
of players away in our program, but we have 
established a standard, and these are the type 
of players who have set the foundation.” 

It is the team, Mainz believes, that will turn 
her nightmare that was 1998 into pleasant 
dreams [or years to come. 

“Because of what happened last year, every- 
thing we do has a purpose. And I think it’s 
made the team hungrier. | really think the 
way we will be successful this year is that 
we'll outwork people, We won't beat them de- 
cisively. It will go down to having a warrior 
mentality and grinding it out. If we can main- 
tain that frame of mind, we'll have a really 
good year.” 
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Recruiting Notebook: 


Sea ae a 
Tide Ranks Among Nation’s Best 


by James Edwards 


The February 3 signing day is rapidly approaching and Crimson Tide is in good shape 


igning Day, February 3, is at hand. 
S By now college recruiters have made 

their pitches to the top high school 
and junior college football prospects 
across the nation and, for the most part, 
those players have made and announced 
their decisions. It is possible that a few of 
these players are still undecided, but most 
of those who have not yet committed 
publicly know their college destinations. 

As of this writing, 12 days before 
Signing Day, it was obvious that Alabama 
is going to have a very good recruiting 
class. Across the nation self-appointed 
“experts” rate the players, then rate the 
schools as to the success in attracting 
those highest-rated prospects. The expert 
opinion is that Bama’s effort has been 
among the nation’s best. 

As of this writing, Alabama had one 
signee and some 15 who had announced 
for the Crimson Tide. The signee is cor- 
nerback Milo Lewis, a 6-0, 190-pound de- 
fensive back from Mountain View, 
California, who is a transfer from City 
College of San Francisco. The junior col- 
lege graduate is enrolled at The Capstone 
and participating in the off-season pro- 
gram and will go through spring practice. 

Those who had announced for Alabama 
are, in alphabetical order: 

Hirchel Bolden, wide receiver/defensive 
back, 5-10, 190, Dothan; Antonio Carter, 
wide receiver/defensive back, 5-9, 180, 
Tallahassee, Florida, Rickards High 
School; Gerard Clark, defensive end, 6-6, 
255, Daytona Beach, Florida, Mainland; 
Leonard Fulgham, wide receiver/defensive 
back, 6-3, 185, Montevallo; Michael 
Gaines, tight end, 6-3, 255, Tallahassee, 
Florida, Florida High School; Brandon 
Greer, wide receiver, 6-2, 185, Rainbow 
City, Westbrook Christian; Tyler Harris, 
defensive back, 6-1, 205, Clinton, 
Tennessee, Anderson County; Jarret 
Johnson, defensive end, 6-4, 265, 
Chiefland, Florida; Charles Jones, defen- 
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Milo Lewis 


sive back, 6-0, 170, Waynesboro, Georgia, 
Burke County; Matt Lomax, offensive 
lineman, 6-5, 295, Mobile, UMS-Wright; 
Terris Martin, linebacker, 6-2, 205, Grove 
Hill, Clarke County; Roberto McBride, 
wide receiver/defensive back, 5-8, 165, 
Lakeland, Florida, Kathleen; Garry 
McNealy, defensive tackle, 6-5, 275, Perry, 
Florida, Taylor County; Josh Parker, quar- 
terback, 6-4, 210, Crawfordville, Florida, 
Wakulla; and Jeremy Walker, fullback, 6- 
3, 245, Prattville. 


vious has seen the term “commit- 

ment” take on little or no meaning 
with a number of young men. But those 
who follow recruiting must keep in mind 
that every prospect is making one of the 
most critical decisions he has ever made. 
And Alabama fans have to understand 
that even though we believe all prospects 
should be honored to be offered by Bama 
and consider no others, that other col- 
leges have something to offer, something 
that frequently appeals to some prospects. 


|: appears that this year more than pre- 


While it has been disappointing to see 
prospects waver from commitments, con- 
sider the circumstances. 

Daryl Dixon, a defensive back from New 
Smyrna Beach, Florida, did not expect to 
be offered a scholarship by Florida, which 
has a number of cornerbacks on scholar- 
ship. He visited Alabama and announced 
for the Crimson Tide. However, Florida 
made an offer to Dixon. He decided to 
make a “courtesy visit” to Gainesville, 
which is about 400 miles closer than 
Tuscaloosa to Dixon's home. Following 
that visit he said he was still committed to 
Alabama, but within 24 hours of that reaf- 
firmation, he had committed “firmly” to 
Florida. This change would seem to be 
based almost entirely on geography, which 
is a reasonable criterium in recruiting. 

Another “courtesy visit” resulted in an- 
other loss of commitment for Alabama. 
However, this one has extenuating cir- 
cumstances, Tailback Santonio Beard of 
Nashville, Tennessee, committed to 
Alabama on December 10 and called it 
one of the happiest days of his life. He 
also said that the pressure he received 
from his high school coach to go to 
Tennessee was “overwhelming.” Beard 
was quoted in a Nashville newspaper in 
mid-January as saying he was going to 
make a visit to Tennessee and, if he liked 
it, would commit to the Vols. Later he 
said that his comments had been miscon- 
strued. However, he made that visit to 
Tennessee and, indeed, did commit to the 
Vols. However, it is something of a moot 
point. Beard is now enrolled at Milford 
Prep in Connecticut, where he will at- 
tempt to get academically eligible in time 
to sign in February 2000. Beard will be 
able to sign with any school next year re- 
gardless of any commitment and/or sign- 
ing this winter. He will play football at the 
prep school in games against other prep 
school and junior varsity teams. 

A third “de-commitment” is expected to 
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turn out all right for Alabama. Dante 
Ellington of Leighton Colbert County is 
regarded as the state's top offensive line- 
man. Although originally from New York, 
Ellington has been in Leighton for five 
years. He is the nephew of former 
Alabama basketball star Leon Douglas, 
also of Leighton. He committed to 
Alabama after making his official visit to 
The Capstone. However, a few hours later 
he said he was withdrawing that commit- 
ment and would continue to consider 
Kentucky and Georgia. Although the de- 
velopment had the look of involvement 
by Rodney Garner, who has been extraor- 
dinarily effective as a recruiter at Auburn, 
Tennessee and now Georgia, it was re- 
vealed that Kentucky had placed doubt in 
Ellington's mind. According to several re- 
ports, Kentucky told Ellington he could 
start for the Wildcats as a freshman, but 
that Alabama had so many good offensive 
linemen stockpiled that Ellington couldn't 
plan on starting at Bama before his junior 
year. Alabama recruiters almost certainly 
told Ellington they had a higher opinion 
of him than did the Kentucky recruiters, 
that Bama coaches believe Ellington can 
play early for the Tide. In any event, 
Ellington said Alabama still led Georgia 
and Kentucky. 


here have been other occasional 
bumps on this year’s recruiting 
trail. Those reneging on commit- 
ments are somewhat rare and disappoint- 


ing. More common is to “lose” (if some- 
thing never possessed can be lost) a top 
prospect when circumstances would sug- 
gest Bama should have been successful. 

One such “loss” was an outstanding de- 
fensive end, Constantin Ritzmann of 
North Florida Christian School in 
Tallahassee, Florida. Ritzmann is a 
German who came to the United States 
just this year to play football. Ritzmann 
said that his most enjoyable visit of the re- 
cruiting season was to Alabama, However, 
he eliminated Alabama and Florida and 
then picked Tennessee over Florida State. 

Alabama also expected to have an excel- 
lent shot at landing Gary Godsey, a 6-8, 
255-pound quarterback at Jesuit High 
School in Tampa, Florida. Two things 
going for Alabama were that the Crimson 
Tide wanted Godsey for a quarterback and 
his parents are Alabama alumni. However, 
as might be expected, many students at 
Jesuit, including Godsey, are Notre Dame 
fans. Even though the Irish want him for 
a tight end, he elected to head to South 
Bend and didn’t even make a recruiting 
trip to Alabama. 

Perhaps the most disappointing story of 
the recruiting season is that of Terris 
Martin, the committed linebacker from 
Clarke County High School. Published re- 
ports said he was arrested in December in 
a case involving marijuana. Although 
there were conflicting aspects of the situa- 
tion, Martin was reported to be a passen- 

er in_a car stopped by a state trooper. 
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The trooper claimed that he found a bag 
of what appeared to be marijuana on the 
road behind the car and that the driver 
and his three passengers (including 
Martin) admitted to having smoked mari- 
juana earlier in the day, 


owever it appears that there is 

much more good than bad on the 

Alabama recruiting front. This 
class for Alabama will not only rank high- 
er than any in the past, it will also have 
more athleticism, more game-breaking 
potential, more dominating defensive 
presence, and more talent in general, 
Those elites involved with Alabama who 
have yet to make announcements include: 

Kenny King, defensive lineman from 
Daphne, generally regarded as the state's 
top prospect. He was expected to an- 
nounce for Alabama about a week before 
signing day, although a trip to Tennessee 
could complicate matters. 

Saleem Rasheed, linebacker from Shades 
Valley High School, is the state's top player 
by Pigskin Preps. He cancelled a late 
January recruiting trip to Notre Dame and 
was expected to make his selection known 
with Alabama considered the leader. 

Alonzo Ephraim, center from 
Birmingham Wenonah, is rated the best 
center prospect in the South by Pigskin 
Preps. He is another expected to sign with 
the Tide. 

Casey Gilbert, tight end from 
Pascagoula, Mississippi, could end u 
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another position after bulking up to 280. 
Like Reggie Myles of Pascagoula last year, 
he is making all his visits, but is expected 
to armounce for Bama. 

Brandon Miree, running back from 
Winton Wood High School in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, appears to be Alabama's only recruit 
at tailback. He is a good friend of Shaun 
Alexander, who did an excellent job as 
Miree's host on the official visit. Most be- 
lieve he is leaning to Alabama over Notre 
Dame and Michigan State. 

Gerald Dixon, cornerback from Paint 
Branch High School in Burtonsville, 
Maryland, was said by his coach to be 
leaning to Alabama over Maryland. 

Dennis Alexander, offensive tackle from 
Westwood High School in Memphis, is the 
number one offensive lineman in 
Tennessee and a player whose stock has 
soared his senior year. He is considering 
Alabama, although a late move by 
Tennessee has made this a recruiting bat- 
tle. 

Derrick Woods, wide receiver from 
Melrose High School in Memphis, could 
be the perfect compliment to Antonio 
Carter and make them a dangerous duo. 
He takes the short pass and turns it into 
touchdown runs of great distance. 
Alabama is leading both Tennessee and 
Florida. 

David Paine, defensive end from Melrose 
High School in Memphis, is everyone's 
number one player in Tennessee and a first 
team prep All America. Although he could 
surprise by signing elsewhere, most be- 
lieve he will join his friend and former 
prep defensive line teammate, Kindal 
Moorehead, at Alabama. 

Recardo Wimbush, linebacker from 
Early County High School in Blakely, 
Georgia, didn’t have Alabama very high on 
his list, but after visiting Tuscaloosa he 
liked the players, the coaches, the Tide's 
need for outside linebackers, and Tusca- 
loosa. Bama may still be a bit behind 
Georgia Tech and battling Florida and 
FSU, but the Tide could have a pleasant 
surprise here, 


labama made inroads with a couple 
Ac top prospects who would be con- 
idered long shots for the Tide. 
However, it appears the Bama effort came 
up short. And one of those was the equiva- 


lent of a double fault since it was the sec- 
ond straight year for Bama to finish second. 
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Signing Day Reports 
On signing day, February 3, the ‘BAMA 

Hortine Report on recruiting will be opera- 

tional hourly beginning at 10 a.m. CST, 

For updates, call 1-900-860-1979, go to 
the recruiting area (selection 5) and the 
Wednesday report (option 4), [Cost of the 
call is $1.59 per minute and those under 18 
should not call without parental permis- 
sion. | 

In recent years, the process of having all 
prospects signed has been completed by 
about 4 p.m. CST. Even though some 
prospects have later signing ceremonies in 
order for friends and family to participate, 
in most cases the scholarship papers are 
signed and FAXed back to The University 
no later than early afternoon. 

Reports will announce those signed in the 
previous hour, then recap those signed ear- 
hier, and, finally, predict when the next an- 
nouncement of signees will come. If there 
have been no signees in the previous hour, 
that will be the first announcement on the 
report. 

"BAMA Editor Kirk McNair is expected to 
meet with Alabama Head Football Coach 
Mike DuBose Wednesday afternoon and the 
final recruiting report of the day will be 
posted by 8 p.m. CST. 

The final report will also be posted on the 
"BAMA MAGAZINE ON-LINE website by 8 p.m.: 
www.superbama.com 


Jessie Miller, a linebacker from 
Washington County High School in 
Sandersville, Georgia, was a 1998 Georgia 
signee as he selected the Bulldogs over 
Alabama. However, Miller was not aca- 
demically eligible last year, so he sat out 
and worked on the books. This year, he 
made his second official visit to Alabama 
and came away very impressed. Although 
there were rumors that Miller had commit- 
ted to Bama coaches, when pressed on the 
issue later he said that he would sign with 
Georgia again this year. 

Alabama also got into the picture with 
Tory Mitchell, a 6-1, 170-pound all-around 
athlete who is the fastest player in the state 
of Texas. He is from Big Spring, where he 
starred on the football field and on the 
track, In addition to Alabama's football tra- 
dition, Mitchell was impressed by the Tide 
having former Olympic Gold Medal sprint- 
er Harvey Glance as the Crimson Tide 
men’s track coach, Mitchell’s cousin, 
sprinter Randy Farr of Big Spring, is a 
member of the Bama track and field squad. 
But Alabama started late on Mitchell and 
Tennessee was considered the leader. 
However. Mitchell has announced for 
Miami. 


Alabama's track program may yel pay 
dividends for the football team. Kevin 
Youngblood (6-4, 215, 4.55) from 
Jacksonville, Florida, Raines High School, 
has made an official visit to Alabama. He 
has played football just two seasons, but 
his upside potential is very bright. He is a 
track man who has very good speed. He 
plays tight end, but some feel he could 
play outside linebacker. 

There is at least one player who would 
be considered a huge surprise if he opted 
for Alabama. Latrez Harrison, a standout 
athlete from Washington High School in 
Atlanta,, has indicated an interest in the 
Crimson Tide because of Bama adding 
Lance Thompson (former Georgia Tech re- 
cruiting coordinator) to the coaching staff. 
Harrison is generally considered a quarter- 
back prospect (he is rated the South’s top 
run/pass quarterback by Pigskin Preps), but 
could play in the secondary (many believe 
his NFL future is as a free safety) or at 
wide receiver, He committed to Auburn, 
but then announced he would continue to 
visit, including making visits to South 
Carolina, Georgia, and Alabama. 

There are other possible surprises. 

Clay Cleveland, tight end fram Daphne, 
was a lifelong Bama fan, but when it ap- 
peared the Crimson Tide would not have a 
scholarship for him, Cleveland made a 
visit to Auburn and committed to the 
Tigers. Later, Alabama invited Cleveland to 
visit and he did, which could mean both 
Alabama and Cleveland have had mind 
changes. 

Damiean Jones, an all-around athlete 
from Vigor High School in Mobile, signed 
with Alabama last year, but then signed 
with the Atlanta Braves in baseball. He re- 
portedly has made contact with Alabama 
coaches and made it known that he would 
like to play both football for Alabama and 
baseball for the Braves this next year. He 
would probably have to pay his own way 
in order to attend, but if he has taken care 
of some reported academic deficiencies, 
that would be possible. 

A final note: Last issue we discussed 
Watshidimba Kabonga, the huge offensive 
lineman from Montreal, Canada, who had 
scheduled a recruiting visit to Alabama. 
We neglected to credit Allen Wallace of 
SuperPrep Magazine for giving us insight 
and contact with Kabonga. Kabonga has 
committed to Nebraska and cancelled his 
visit to Bama. 
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1999 Alabama Football Depth Chart By Class 


Here’s a look at the 1999 projected Alabama football team by class. Remember, this is not an exact depth chart. Also, it is possible, even 
likely, that some returning players wiull be at new positions. This depth chart does not include every player who will be out for spring 
practice. And our projection of the positions of those prospects who have committed as of January 23 is certainly possible to change. 


Left Tackle Samuels 


Left Guard Redmill 
Ray 


Center Hogan 


Ledbetter (Snapper) 


Right Guard MeDonad |__| Mathews | Maaal 


Right Tackle Cuthbert Barfield Baxley 
Tight End T. Jones J. Morgan Gaines 
Quarterback Zow Watts Parker 
a a |e 
Tailback Alexander Richard Cox Galloway 
ic b= A | 


Flanker Vickery Glover Locke Bonga Carter 
Eller Egan McBride 


Defense 


Left Fnd a 


Left Tackle Griffin White McFadden Clark 
Small 
Staten 


Right End Draper Moorehead Johnson 
———"| Whitmore 
Weakside Linebacker Knight Horne 
RSS Sa) 


Middle Linebacker Pf Carroll | Bryan Constant 
Ellis 
a es ee eee 
Lewis Reier Bolden 
re | a ee ee ee 
Right Cornerback Bailey Myles 
rae a ae 
Strong Safety Spencer Harris 
J. Jones 
Barnes 
ee | 
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Strongside Linebacker 


Left Cornerback 


Safety 


1998-99 Alabama Winter Sports Schedules 


Men’s Basketball 


Date/ Opponent Time (CST)/ 

UA Opp. 

92 Marathon Oil (exh,) 82 

88 BC Haaglanden of Holland (exh.) = 75 

70 @ Ohio State 78 

79 Tennessee Tech 53 

73 Boston University 52 

71 McNeese State 60 

87 Jacksonville State 44 

58 @ Texas AGM 65 

53 @ Tulane 52 

69 Alabama State 48 

59 South Alabama @ Birmingham 45 

84 Northeast Louisiana 67 
Pearl Harbor Classic @ Honolulu 

84 Weber State 80 (OT) 

59 Oregon State 49 

58 Michigan State 75 

58 Georgia J-P TY) 59 

60 @ Ole Miss 78 

50 Mississippi State (ESPN) 35 

71 @1SU 70 

78 South Carolina (J-P TV) 70 

67 @ Arkansas 60 

58 Auburn 73 

Jan, 27 @ Florida 6:00 

Jan. 30 @ Tennessee (Fox SportsSouth) — 5:00 

Feb. 3. @ Mississippi State 7:00 

Feb. 6 Kentucky (J-P) 2:00 

Feb, 10 LSU 7:00 

Feb. 13 @ Auburn L00 

Feb, 21 @ Vanderbilt (CBS) Noon 

Feb, 24 Ole Miss 7:00 

Feb, 27 Arkansas ()-P) 1:00 


March 4-7 SEC Tournament @ Atlanta 


Men’s Swimming 


Date/_ Opponent Time (CST)/ 
UA Opp. 
100 Northeast Louisiana 104 

96 @LSU 138 


Dec. 3-5 Georgia Invitational @ Athens 
Dec. 3-5 @ Princeton Invitational 
101 @ Georgia 174 
96.5 @ Kentucky 142.5 
Jan. 30 @ South Carolina llam. 
Feb:6 Auburn Noon 
Feb. 17- SEC Championships 
Feb. 20 @Lexington, Kentucky 


Last Chance Meet 

Feb. 28 @ Auburn 
March 6- Last Chance Meet 
March7 @ Auburn 
March 12- NCAA Diving Zone 
March 14¢ @TBA 
March 25- NCAA Championships 
March 27 @ Indianapolis, Indiana 


Women’s Basketball 


Date/ Opponent Time (CST)/ 


vA Opp 

107. AAU Mississippi All-Stars (exh.) 78 
79 ~~ Athletes In Action (exh. 66 
93 Northwestern State 65 
72 Georgia Southern 40 
96 @Samford 52 
DePaul University Invitational @ Chicago 
77 ~=New Mexico State 31 
87 DePaul or Providence 67 
96 @South Alabama 55. 
Richmond Invitational @ Richmond, Va. 
79 = Old Dominion 68 
73. ~—s- Penn State 7 
7l Florida 77 


97 Alabama-Birmingham @ B)CC 80 
ACC-SEC Challenge @ Myrtle Beach, 5.C. 


75 ~=- North Carolina 90 

St. Peter's Invitational @ Jersey City, N.J. 
92 TCU 71 
65 ~— St. Peter's 56 
70 = @Georgia 85 
69 @dAubum 73 
78 Ole Miss 51 
75 @ Mississippi State 59 
72) @ Kentucky 76 
Jan. 28 LSU 7:00 
Jan, 31 Tennessee 2:00 
Feb.3 @LSU 5:00 
Feb.7 South Carolina (Fox SportsSouth) 2:00 
Feb. 1L = Auburn 7:00 
Feb.15  @ Florida (ESPN) 3:00 
Feb, 18 Arkansas 7:00 
Feb, 21 Vanderbilt 2:00 
Feb. 25-28 SEC Tournament @ Chattanooga 


Women’s Swimming 
Date/ Opponent Time (CST) 
UA 


Opp. 
48 Washington State 47 
77 ~=Northeast Louisiana 18 
89 @LSU 147 


Dec, 3-5Georgia Invitational @ Athens 


Dec. 3-5. @ Princeton Invitational 
105 @ Georgia 17) 
86 @ Kentucky 130 
Jan. 30 @ South Carolina 11 a.m. 
Feb.5 Auburn 6 p.m. 
Feb. 17- SEC Championships 
Feb.20 @Lexington, Kentucky 
Feb. 27- Last Chance Meet 
Feb. 28 @ Auburn 


March 6- Last Chance Meet 
March 7 @ Auburn 

March 12- NCAA Diving Zone 
March 14 @ TBA 

March 18- NCAA Championships 
March 20 @ Athens, Georgia 


Gymnastics 


Date/.| Opponent Time (CST)/ 
UA Opp. 
195.075 Ohio State 190.275 
195.725 @ Georgia 196.450 
196.8 Auburn 190.95 
Jan, 30 Minnesota 7:00 
Feb.5  @ Florida 6:00 
Feb. 13 Georgia 7:00 
Feb. 19 @ Penn State 6:00 
Feb.21 @ Massachusetts 6:00 
Feb. 26 Kentucky 7:00 
March6 LSU 7:00 
March 13 @ Utah State 8:00 
March 27 SEC Championships 
@ Tuscaloosa 
April 10 NCAA Central Regional 
@TBA 
April 22- NCAA Championships 
April 24 @ Salt Lake City, Utah 


Men’s Indoor Track 


Date Event Finish 
Jan.9 Buckeye Opener 1 of 6 teams 
@ Columbus, Ohio 
Jan. 15-16 @ Kentucky Invitational 
Alabama 47, Kentucky 39 
Alabama 42, Georgia +2 
Jan.22- Rocky Mountaimm Cup 
Jan. 23. @ Colorado Springs, Colorado 
Jan. 22-23 @ Virginia Tech Invitational 
Jan. 30- SEC/ACC Track Challenge 
@ Gainesville, Fla. 
Feb, 5- Mayo Invitational 
Feb.6 @ South Bend, Ind. 
Feb. 20- SEC Championships 
Feb.21 @ Gainesville, Fla. 
Feb, 26- | USATF Championships 
Feb.27 @Atlanta 
Feb. 26- — Last Chance 
Feb. 27  @South Bend, Ind. 
March 5- © NCAA Championships 
March 6 @ Indianapolis, Ind. 


Women’s Indoor 
Track 


Date Event Finish 
Dec.4 @Clemson Opener N/A 
Jan. 16 @LSU Invitational N/A 
Jan.23 @LSU Purple Tiger 2nd of 5 
Jan. 30 East Tennessee Invitational 
@ Johnson City 
Feb. 5- Butler Invitational 
Feb.6 @ Indianapolis, Ind. 
Feb. 12 Collegiate Invitational 
@ Colorado Springs, Colorado 
Feb, 12 @ Clemson Invitational 
Feb, 20- SEC Championships 
Feb.21 @Gainesville, Fla. 
Feb. 26- | USATF Championships 
Feb,27  @Atlanta 
Feb. 26 Last Chance @ LSU 
March 5- NCAA Championships 
March 6 @ Indianapolis, Ind, 


*BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/FEBRUARY,99 


1999 Alabama Spring Sports Schedules 


Baseball 
Date Opponent Time 
Feb, 12 @ Houston 7 p.m. 
Feb. 13 @ Houston 2 p.m. 
Feb. 14 @ Houston 1 p.m. 
Feb. 17 Samford 7 p.m. 


Feb. 19 Arkansas State 7 p.m. 
Feb, 20 Arkansas State 2 p.m. 
Feb, 21 Arkansas State 2 p.m. 
Feb, 23 Troy State 7 p.m. 
Feb, 24 Troy State 7 p.m. 
Feb. 26 Cal-St.-Fuller. 7 p.m. 
Feb, 27 Cal-St,-Fuller 2 p.m. 


Feb. 28 Cal-St.-Fuller, 2 p.m. 
Mar.2 Austin Peay 7 p.m. 
Mar.5 Providence 7 p.m. 
Mar. 6 Providence 2 p.m. 
Mar.7 Providence 2 p.m. 


Mar. 9 Southern Miss 7 p.m, 


Mar. 12 @ Tennessee 6 p.m, 
Mar. 13 @ Tennessee 1 p.m, 
Mar. 14 @ Tennessee 1 p.m, 


Mar. 16 West Alabama 7 p.m, 


Mar. 19 Georgia 7 p.m, 
Mar. 20 Georgia 2 p.m. 
Mar. 21 Georgia 2 p.m. 
Mar. 23 Kansas Stale 7 p.m, 
Mar. 24 Kansas State 7 p.m. 
Mar. 26 @ Auburn 6 p.m. 
Mar. 27 @ Auburn 2 p.m. 
Mar, 28 @ Auburn = 1:30 p.m. 
Mar. 30 @ Jax State 7 p.m. 


Mar, 31 Jacksonville St. 7 p,m. 


Apr,2 South Carolina 7 p,m. 
Apr. 3 South Carolina 2 p.m, 
Apr.4 South Carolina 2 p,m, 
Apr, 7  N'western State 7 p.m. 
Apr.9 @ Miss State 6:30 p,m. 


Apr. 10 @ Miss State 5 p.m. 
Apr. 11 @ Miss State 1:30 p.m. 


Apr. 14 @ UAB 6 p.m. 
Apr. 16 LSU 7 p.m. 
Apr. 17 LSU 2 p.m. 
Apr. 18 LSU I p.m. 


Apr. 20 South Alabama 7 p.m. 


Apr. 23. Arkansas 7 p.m. 
Apr. 24 Arkansas 2 p.m. 
Apr. 25 Arkansas 2 p.m. 
Apr. 28 UAB 7 p.m. 
Apr. 30 @ Ole Miss 7 p.m. 
May 1 @ Ole Miss 4 p.m. 
May 2) @Ole Miss 1:30 p.m. 
May 7 Vanderbilt 7 p.m. 
May 8 Vanderbilt 2 p.m. 
May9 Vanderbilt 2 p.m, 
May 14 @ Florida 6 p.m. 


May 15 @ Florida (SS) 2 p.m. 
May 16 @ Florida 12:30 p.m. 
May 19- SEC Tournament 

May 24 @ Hoover 

May 28- NCAA Regionals 

May 30 TBA 

June 4- NCAA Super Regionals 
June 5 TBA 

June 11 College World Series 
June 19 @ Omaha, Nebraska 


All times central 
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Softball 


Date Opponent Time 
Feb. 12- Fiesta Bowl Classic 
Feb, 14 @ Phoenix, Ariz. 
Long Beach State, 
Massachusetts, Maryland, 
Utah, Cal, New Mexico State 
Feb, 19- Texas Classic 
Feb, 21 @ Austin, Texas 
Texas-San Antonio, Texas, 
Arizona 
Feb, 26- Bama Bash 
Feb, 28 
McNeese State, North Carolina, 
Evansville 
Mar. 4- Speedline Classic 
Mar. 7 @ Tampa, Fla. 
lowa, Florida A&M, 
South Carolina, 
Ulinois-Chicago, Maryland 
Mar. 12-Frost Cutlery Tourn. 
Mar. 14 @ Chattanooga, Tenn. 
Winthrop, UCLA, 
Chattanooga, Mercer, 
Charleston Southern 
Mar. 19 @ Arkansas 2p.m, 
Mar. 20 @ Arkansas Noon 


Mar. 27 Kentucky 1 p.m. 
Mar, 28 Tennessee 1 p.m. 
Mar. 30 @ Centenary 3p,m, 
Mar. 31 @ La, Tech 5 p.m, 
Apr. 2) Auburn 5 p.m. 
Apr.3 Auburn — 12:30 p.m, 
Apr.7 Samford 5 p.m. 
Apr.9 @ Ole Miss 5 p.m. 
Apr. 10 @ Ole Miss 1 p.m. 
Apr. 17 Florida 1 p.m. 
Apr. 23 Miss. State 5 p.m. 


Apr. 24 Miss. State 12:30 p.m. 
Apr. 27 Troy State 5 p.m. 


May 1 @So, Carolina Noon 
May2 @Georgia (SS)12:30 p.m. 
May7 @LSU 5 p.m, 
May8 @LSU 1 p.m. 


May 13- SEC Tournament 
May 16 @ Columbus, Ga. 


Other than tournament games 
all games are doubleheaders. 
Home games al Bowers Park. 


All times central 


Men's Outdoor Track 


Date Event 
Mar, 25- Alabama Relays 
Mar. 28 
Apt.3 USOC Training 
@ San Diego, Calif. 
Apr, 10 @ UTEP Invitational 
Apr. 10 Sea Ray Relays 

@ Knoxville 
Apr. 17 SEC Quadrangular 

@ Gainesville 
Apr. 22- Penn Relays 
Apr. 24 @ Philadelphia 
May 1 Alabama Open 
May 13- SEC Championships 
May 16 @ Athens 
June 2- NCAA Championships 
June5 @ Boise, Idaho 


Men’s Tennis 


Date/_ Opponent Time/ 
UA Opp. 
7 Troy State 0 
7 Georgia State 0 
7 Southern Miss 0 
Jan, 22- SEC Indoors 

Jan. 25 @ Knoxville 

Jan. 29 @ Illinois 1 p.m. 


Jan. 30 @ Northwestern Noon 
Feb, 4- National Team Indoor 
Feb.7 @ Dallas, Texas 

Feb. 12 @ Vanderbilt. Noon 
Feb. 18- National Team Indoor 
Feb. 20 @ Seattle 

Feb. 19 Tennessee 1 p.m. 
Feb. 21 UAB Noon 
Feb. 27 @ Princeton 1 p.m. 
Mar.5 @So. Carolina Noon 
Mar.7 @ Georgia 1 p.m. 
Mar. 11 Ole Miss = 1:30 p.m. 
Mar. 18- Blue-Gray Classic 
Mar. 21 @ Montgomery 

Mar. 24 @ Kentucky — | p.m. 
Mar. 26 Auburn 1:30 
Mar. 28 Arkansas 1 p.m. 
Apr. 1 @ BYU-Hawaii 10 a.m. 


Apr. 2 @ Hawaii = 10:30 a.m, 
Apr.7 @ Florida 1 p.m. 
Apr.9 LSU 1 p.m. 
Apr. 15 Miss. State 1 p.m. 


Apr. 22- SEC Championships 
Apr. 25 @ Gainesville 

May 14- NCAA Regionals 

May 16 TBA 

May 22- NCAA Championships 
May 29 @ Athens 

All times central 


Men's Golf 


Date Event 

Feb, 18- John Burns 

Feb. 20 @ Honolulu 

Feb, 28- Mercedes Invitational 
Mar.1 @ Jacksonville, Fla. 
Mar. 3- Matlock Collegiate 
Mar.5  @Lakeland, Fla. 
Mar, 19- Spring Invitational 
Mar. 21 @ Montgomery 


Apr. 3- Cleveland Golf Inv. 
Apr.4 @ Augusta, Ga. 
Apr. 9- Billy Hitchcock 


Apr. 11 @ Auburn 

Apr. 16- SEC Championships 
Apr. 18 @ Lexington 

May 13- NCAA Regionals 
May 15 @ Providence, R.1. 
May 26- NCAA Championships 
May 29 @ Minneapolis 


Women’s Tennis 
Date Opponent Time 
Jan. 22- Georgia Invitational 
Jan. 25 @ Athens 
Jan. 30 Southern Miss Noon 
Jan. 31 UAB Noon 
Feb. 4- Rolex Championships 
Feb. 7 @ Dallas 
Feb, 13. @ Georgia Tech 11 a.m. 
Feb. 14 @ Auburn 11 a.m. 
Feb, 18- National Team Indoor 
Feb, 21 @ Madison, Wisc. 
Feb. 27 Maryland Noon 

@ Williamsbur, Va. 
Feb. 28 @ Wm & Mary11 a.m. 


Mar. 6 Florida Noon 
Mar.7 Clemson Noon 
Mar.9 ‘South Carolina 2 p.m. 
Mar. 14 @ LSU Noon 
Mar, 17 Tennessee 2 p.m. 
Mar, 20 Vanderbilt Noon 


Mar. 30 @ Southern Cal 1:30 
Mar. 31 @ Pepperdine —-1:30 
Apr.2 Arkansas 2 p.m. 
Apr.6 @ Georgia 2:30 
Apr. 8 Miss. State 2 p.m. 
Apr. 11 @ Kentucky 10 a.m, 
Apt. 17 Miami Noon 
Apr. 18 @ Ole Miss 1 p.m. 
Apr, 22- SEC Championships 
Apr. 25 @ Baton Rouge 

May 14- NCAA Regionals 

May 16 TBA 

May 20- NCAA Championships 
May 28 @ Gainesville 


All times central 


Women’s Golf 


Date Event 

Feb, 26- Florida Lady Gator 
Feb. 28 @ Gainesville 

Mar. 12- LSU Fairwood 

Mar. 14 @ Baton Rouge 

Mar. 26- South Carolina Inv. 
Mar. 28 @ Columbia 

Apr. 2- Women’s Southern 
Apr.4  @ Athens, Ga. 

Apr. 16- SEC Championships 
Apr. 18 @ Auburn 

May 8- NCAA Regional 
May 10 @ Columbia, 5.C. 
May 21- NCAA Championships 
May 24 @ Tulsa, Okla. 


Women's Outdoor Track 


Date Event 
Mar. 20 Jamaican Relays 
@ Kingston, Jamaica 
Mar. 20 @ Auburn Relays 
Mar. 25- Alabama Relays 
Mar. 28 
Apr, 2-3. @ Texas Relays 
Apr. LO @ UTEP Invitational 
Apr. 17 SEC Quadrangular 
@ Gainesville 


Date Event 

Apr. 21- Penn Relays 

Apr. 24 @ Philadelphia 

May1 Alabama Open 

May 13- SEC Championships 
May 16 @ Athens 

May 22 @ Georgia Tech Invit. 
June 2- NCAA Championships 
June 5 @ Boise, Idaho, 
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Order these college sports 


ARIZONA - Cat Tracks 33 issues, 2 yearbooks, $59 
ARKANSAS - Hawgs Illustrated 17 magazines, $44.90 
AUBURN - Inside the Auburn Tigers 

10 magazines, 12 newsletters, $35 

BOSTON COLLEGE - Eagle Action 12 issues, $34.95 
BYU - Cougar Sports Magazine 24 issues, $44.95 
CENTRAL FLORIDA - Into the Knights 10 issues, $25.95 
CINCINNATI - Bearcat Sports Digest 20 issues, $32.95 
COLORADO - Buffalo Sports News 20 issues, $39 
CONNECTICUT - Husky Blue & White 14 issues, $35 
DUKE - Blue Devil Weekly 25 issues, $31.95 

EAST CAROLINA - Pirate's Chest 20 issues, $25 
FLORIDA - Gator Bait 32 issues, 2 yearbooks, $47 
FLORIDA STATE - Osceola 34 issues, $48 


. GEORGIA - The Georgia Bulldog Magazine 30 issues, $30 


GEORGIA TECH - Ramblin’ Wreck 12 issues, $24.95 
ILLINOIS - Fighting Illini 18 issues, $32.95 

INDIANA - Inside Indiana 26 issues, 2 yearbooks, $47 
IOWA - Voice of the Hawkeyes 25 issues, $42.90 
IOWA STATE - Cyclone Illustrated 25 issues, $46.95 


. KANSAS - Jayhawk Insider 24 issues, $37 


22, KANSAS STATE ~ Purple Pride 24 issues, $37 


, KENTUCKY - Cats’ Pause 35 issues, $47.50 

. LOUISVILLE - SportsReport 32 issues, $43.95 
. LSU- Tiger Rag 34 issues, 2 previews, $52 

. MARYLAND - Terrapin Times 12 issues, $39.95 
. MIAMI- Cane Sport 21 issues, $34.95 

. MICHIGAN - The Wolverine 26 issues, $44.95 
. MICHIGAN STATE - Spartan 18 issues, $32.95 


CALL NOW 


TO ORDER 


publications for your 
friends and relatives!!! 


You enjoy following your favorite team no matter where you 
live so why not give your friends and family 

the same great opportunity. Every publication listed provides 

player features, game recaps, opponent previews, recruiting 

updates and much, much more. Order your subscription today! 


30. MISSISSIPPI - The Ole Miss Spirit 32 issues, $40 
31, MISSOURI - Inside Mizzou Sports 24 issues, $37 
32. NEBRASKA - Huskers Illustrated 17 magazines, $42.90 
33. NORTH CAROLINA - Carolina Blue 35 issues, $39.95 
34. NORTH CAROLINA ST, - The Wolfpacker 20 issues, $32.95 
35. NOTRE DAME - Blue & Gold Illustrated 20 issues, $39.95 
36. OHIO STATE - Buckeye Sports Bulletin 30 issues, $46 
37. OKLAHOMA - Sooners Illustrated 17 magazines, $42.90 
38. OKLAHOMA ST, - O State Sports Report 16 issues, $34.90 
39. OREGON - Fighting Ducks Review 32 issues, $59.95 
40. PENN STATE - Blue White Illustrated 28 issues, $42 
41. PURDUE - Gold & Black Illustrated 
26 issues, 2 yearbooks, $47.95 
42. SOUTH CAROLINA - Spurs & Feathers 35 issues, $32 
43. SYRACUSE - The Big Orange 24 issues, $44 
44, TEMPLE - OwlScoop 18 issues, $29.95 
45. TENNESSEE - Rocky Top News 33 issues, $43 
46, TENNESSEE - Volunteers Magazine 25 issues, 2 guides, $34.97 
47, TEXAS - Horns Illustrated 25 issues, $42.95 
48, TEXAS A&M - Aggies Illustrated 17 magazines, $42.90 
49, TEXAS TECH - Red Raider Sports 16 issues, $34.90 
50. VANDERBILT- The Commodore Report 28 issues, $41 
51, VIRGINIA- Cavalier Corner 12 issues, $24.95 
52. VIRGINIA TECH - The Hokie Huddler 33 issues, $34.95 
53, WAKE FOREST - Gold Rush 16 issues, $29.95 
54. WASHINGTON - Sports Washington 17 issues, $34.95 
55. WEST VIRGINIA - Blue & Gold News 32 issues, $32.95 
56. WISCONSIN- Inside Wisconsin 25 issues, $39.95 


Rick the Ref is a registered trademark and is 
owned by McMillen Communications. 


Want to preview a publication? 
Visit the CSPA website at 


1-800-276-8401! ie 


Number and Name of Publication: No.{_]_] 


Amount Enclosed: $[_] [ | ] 

QO Check QO MasterCard O Visa 

Card No:- [TTT TTTITITT 111 
Exp. Date: (7 [[ ] 


pott on --------5 


Mail to: CSPA SUBSCRIPTIONS, P.O. Box 692, Holmes, PA 19043-0692 


Address: TTT TTT TTT TTT TIT TIIT} 
ety: TTTTILTI ETL ee | 
State: [7] Zip: (T TTT 1-C1L11 
Phone: [TT TT TIT 11] 

| 


It's your chance to talk with Coach Mark Gottfried and get your questions answered first hand. 


-—— 


(CIGD I\h 
It’s “HEY, COACH” every Monday night from 7 to 8:30 p.m. on thes i mee 
: ag a, UA 


Join the coaches and the voice of the Tide, Eli Gold, live at 
on McFarland Boulevard in Tuscaloosa. 


CENTRAL ALABAMA NORTH ALABAMA 

WDNG-AM, Anniston WAFN-FM, Arab 
WSMQ-AM, Bessemer WFMH-AM & FM, Cullman 
WEZN-AM, Birmingham WAVD-AM, Decatur 


WVNA-AM, Florence 
WMXN-AM, Fort Payne 
WGSV-AM, Guntersville 

WJBB-AM, Haleyville 

WTKI-AM, Huntsville 

WXKI-FM, WHIY-AM, Moulton 
WJRD-AM, Russellville 
WKEA-FM, Scottsboro 


WKLF-AM & WEZZ-FM, Clanton 
WLDX-AM, Fayette 
WGAD-AM, Gadsden 
WARF-AM, Jasper 
WKLD-FM & WCRL-AM, Oneonta 
WMXA-FM, Opelika 
WFHK-AM, Pell City 
WFEB-AM, Sylacauga 
WSSY-FM, Talladega 
WRTR-FM, Tuscaloosa 
WCJM-FM, West Point, GA 


WKXM-FM, Winfield SOUTH ALABAMA 
WKNU-FM Brewton 
WQGL-FM Butler 
WAGF-AM Dothan 
WDMT-FM Eufaula 
WKSJ-AM, WNSP-FM Mobile 
WMFC-AM Monroeville 
WHHY-AM Montgomery 
WAMI-AM Opp 
WHBB-AM Selma 


Sponsored by: Golden Flake, Regions Bank, State Farm Insurance, Lincoln- 
Mercury, Alltel, BellSouth Mobility, Coca Cola and Alabama Dodge Dealers Eli Gold 


“For a football program as extraordinary as Crimson Tide Football, 
you need a magazine that can match its excellence, ‘Bama Magazine.” 


y B Magazine has been giving Alabama fans A subscription brings you 10 full-color magazines 


the inside story on all aspects of Crimson and 14 newsletters mailed first class. 
Tide Football since 1979. 


Readers get the facts and 


We don't stop with 
Pease Senp Me One Year (24 Issues) 


Or ‘BAMA For Onwy $35.00. 
Total amount enclosed $_____——__for subscriptions. Alabama resi- 
dents add $2.00 sales tax to each order. Overseas add $10.00 each order. 
Make checks payable to: 
“BAMA Magazine 
P.O. Box 866104 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 


football season, either. 


figures, but also get the Keep up with all Alabama 


story behind the story. We sports, August through 


Payment Enclosed 
Mastercard Visa 


Bank Cardi 


profile the stars and the May. Great gift idea, too! 


“ap -Rm « 


Exp. Date 


stars-to-be, coaches, and Don't wait! Become a 


Signature 


even the stars of yesteryear 
as we remember Alabama 
tradition. And for the best 
and most accurate 
recruiting information, 


nothing compares. 


(Address), 


(City), 


Daytime Phone Number. 


If This Is A Gift, 
Gift From: (Name) 


(Address), 


(City), 


New Subscription Renewal 


subscriber and get on the 
inside track of Crimson 
Tide Football. Return the — 
coupon or for immediate 


service, just call toll-free 


1-800-713-2261. 


